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Poonam Bhojani 


CEO Innoventure 


Educatior 


2020-2021 - History will remember this year of the 
‘New Normal’. | will remember this year as the Year 
of Transformation and want to celebrate exceptional 
achievements by how we have converted opportunities 
from adversities. 


COVID 19 transformed lifestyle and procedures 
globally. Habits, routines and practices had to be 
restructured: masks, social distancing, sanitising, 
quarantine, vaccinations, thermal checks, lockdowns, 
school reopening protocols and wellbeing became the 
pattern for health and safety. 


In all this, teaching methodology has changed forever: 
Face to Face Learning, Distance Learning, Blended 
Learning, Teams Meetings, online exams, the Exam 
route or the Non-Exam Route, the list goes on. But one 
characteristic remained constant - our students have 
upheld the IB Learner Profile as life-long learners. They 
have been adventurous, buoyant, courageous, creative, 
strong-minded, confident, in short RESILIENT. 


Our students have excelled in both academics and 
extracurricular events. They participated in online 
academic competitions, clubs, DIAMUN Conferences, 
Art Exhibition, Quran Recitation, Year Level 
Exhibitions, Arabic Writing Competition, Talent Show, 
Debates, etc. 
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Our students’ performance always stands out and our 
pride as mentors, guides and supporters knows no 
bounds. This year, our stellar university placements 
are the testimony of the students’ spirit, aptitude, 
talents, skills and capability. From Oxbridge, Ivy 
League universities to other highly rated universities, 
our students have excelled to realise their hopes and 
dreams for a successful future. 


As always, but especially this year, special 
commendation must go to the resourcefulness of 
teachers and the school community of Innoventures 
Education schools. Collectively, they have succeeded 
to generate dynamic, innovative and effective lessons 
to sustain the high level of academics with the emphasis 
on Wellbeing. 


Kudos to each and everyone. 


Ms. Poonam Bhojani 


Ms. Jayne Needham 


My yearsat Dubailnternational Academy, Emirates Hills, 
have taught me that the spirit, approach and tenacity 
of our students is astonishing. During a worldwide 
pandemic, when our every normality has been 
challenged, our students have adapted and developed a 
new normal, determined that learning, collaboration and 
creativity will carry on. The school's mission statement, 
‘To empower students with a holistic, rigorous and 
international education for success in an ever-changing 
world,’ has never been more important than at this time. 
As IB educators, we continually seek to apply learning to 
the global context and the opportunities have been rich 
for deep thought throughout this time. 


Many of our main events have been conducted online this 
year, including: debates; art; music; sports competitions; 
MUN conferences; and graduation ceremonies. Our 
student leaders demonstrate their skills and set a fine 
example to us all. As members of an IB World School we 
all strive to become inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers, 
communicators, principled, open-minded, caring, risk- 
takers, balanced and reflective. Our students have come 
to exemplify this IB learner profile that we strive to 
develop in learners from age 3 to age 18. The graduating 
class of 2021, who have endured so much, and still face 
uncertainty going forward, are an inspiration to our 
younger students. We wish them the very best and know 
that they are fully prepared for whatever life brings their 
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PRINCIPAL 


way. They are part of our family and we look forward to 
seeing their successes and sharing them as they return 
as alumni. 


| would like to thank our wonderful teachers and 
support staff. They have also adapted and met every 
challenge head-on to ensure that learning has remained 
rich and satisfying for all students. They inspire, support 
and encourage students and set high standards for a 
quality learning environment, online or in the classroom. 
They have ensured that the happy and inclusive ethos of 
our school has remained and students are thoroughly 
prepared for the next academic year. 


This yearbook will record avery different academic year 
but still one full of memories for our students and we 
thank the yearbook team for bringing them together so 
well. 


Thank you, as always, to our dedicated parents who have 
continued to offer support and guidance as well as to 
PADIA for their contributions in the form of graduation 
gifts. We hope to welcome PADIA back to school next 
year and to reinstate the spectacular events of previous 
years which so unite us as acommunity. 


As | move on to pastures new, | take a small part of 
DIA away with me in my heart and will remember the 
warmth and support of colleagues and parents alike. | 
look forward to hearing of future successes of DIA and 
of its students and thank you all, quite sincerely, for an 
amazing opportunity to lead a fantastic school. 


Ms. Jayne Needham 
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First School - The Lohapur School, Nepal 


Students of Innoventures Education visited 
Nepal in 2016 and 2018 to break ground on the 
first and second schools sponsored by GIVE 


Investing in REAL Change 


At Innoventures Education the most important thing we 
do for our children is to help them develop global values 
and emphatic life skills. 


GIVE - The Innoventures Education consolidated 
philanthropic initiative is committed to provide ongoing 
support to causes identified by our students. 


The students of Innoventures Education have determined 
that providing education and access to clean water 
should be the focus of GIVE by contributing to 
international communities. Locally, during the global 
pandemic GIVE has supported communities in distress 
with financial assistance and necessary essentials. 


i 
HISTORY OF CONTRIBUTION (2014-2021) 


* Over AED 2 million raised from schools + nurseries 
including 50% contributed by the Board of Directors of 
Innoventures Education. 

¢ In partnership with Dubai Cares, GIVE sponsored 
3 schools in Nepal and 2 schools in Malawi. 


First School - Kavidebwere School, Malawi 


MESSAGE FROM THE 
HEAD OF PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 


Dear Students, Teachers and Parents, 


The success of our studentsis built on the partnership wehave 
with our families and the DIA community. | am so grateful we 
have such an amazing relationship with our community and 
we will continue to strive to be the World Class school we 
are, that our families can be proud to send their children to, 


immersing them into the IB philosophy. 


This Year has been a challenging one for all of us, a year like 


Mr. Graham Walmsley no other and a year, that no one will forget. While we have all 


faced the obstacles, those who have been the strongest and 
risen to the challenge, have undoubtedly been our students, your children! How they have managed with social distancing, 


mask wearing and distance learning to name a few has been amazing. We are so proud of them all 


DIA Emirates Hills has an engrained culture of high expectations for students and staff alike and it is our goal that each and 
every one of our students develops a lifelong love for learning, with a plan for the future and with the skills necessary to be 
successful in anything they put their mind to. The combination of focusing on our students’ academic success, creative energies 


and their social and emotional well-being creates an environment where our students do amazing things every year. 


| believe that together we can continue to move this amazing school forward, together being the operative word. | have no 


doubt that we can accomplish whatever we set our minds to if we work together as a whole school community. As the saying 


goes, “Children must be taught, how to think, not what to think”. We, together with parents, educational professionals, and 
your student(s) are in the perfect position to provide the greatest education for your students. This team effort will provide 
the foundation for their success in life. While there is no doubt that our dedicated staff, students and parents will have to 
maintain a laser-like focus on the task at hand, we will also balance our work with fun activities and noon sports. We will 
continue to provide a safe, productive, and memorable educational experience for the entire family. We are dedicated to do 


whatever it takes to succeed. 


We can be sure to share that we will never stop improving when it comes to ensuring that your child gets the best when it 
comes to the delivery of our curriculum and the curriculum itself. Knowing that our staff are passionate about their profession 
is comforting as they will always strive to improve. Our students are just as passionate about learning - with this combination, 


‘one can only but expect success! 
Kind regards, 


Graham Walmsley 


es ae ae Bi] owserss 


MESSAGE FROM THE 
DEPUTY HEAD OF 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 


Dear DIA Community 


The mantra for the academic year 2020-21 around the 
world was ‘Maslow’s before Bloom's. Educators recognized 
the importance of mental health over cognitive concerns. 
Our teachers did a balancing act of keeping the well being of 
their students at the centre and delivering a high standard 
of inquiry-based learning. We began our first unit of inquiry 
across the school with the focus of adapting to the new normal 


and acquiring skills to continue learning in the new milieu. 


Ms. Ruchika Sachdev 


Our biggest concern was losing the true flavor of inquiry, 


which came through group work, animated conversations and movement: all three were restricted. But after the first few 
months of sitting behind devices to work individually, our inventive teachers found ways around it. We discovered new ways to 
collaborate and for the past few weeks our hallways have been resounding with stimulating conversations- with appropriate 


social distances; colourful posters done by students adorn the walls- we are slowly but surely making learning joyful again. 


Itwas also a year that saw the rise and rise of technology and innovative teaching practices. There has been an explosion of new 
digital tools and strategies every other day and all our teachers took up the challenge to learn as much as they could, in order 
ensure that their students got the best. Two years ago, if any one had told me that ensuring that everyone had access to Teams 


and Toddle would be a crucial part of my job- | would have laughed at them! 


Our school community has met all the challenges the year brought, head-on with resilience, collaboration and positivity, never 


losing sight of the fact, that our young learners are at the core and we are because they are! 


Ms. Ruchika Sachdev 
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MESSAGE FROM THE 
DEPUTY HEAD - 
EARLY YEAR 


Dear DIA students, teachers and parents, 


This school year has been a; historic, challenging and 
memorable year, We have been very lucky that the DIA 
children have been able to attend ‘face to face’ classes 
whilst in many parts of the world children have not had the 
opportunity to attend their schools. 


It is in challenging times such as these when it is important 
that communities pull together. This is something that the 
Ms. Olivia Mottram DIA community has done particularly well. The pandemic has 
reminded us about the importance of health and well- being, 


and this has been a key focus for our students. 


The KG teams faced the huge challenge of establishing social distancing protocols for our youngest students. Our KG students 
adapted remarkably well and it has been amazing to hear our 3 and 4 year old students reminding their friends to follow ‘social 
distancing. 

The KG1 team also faced the challenge of relocating their department from DIA to the nurseries in Hattan Gardens and 
Emirates Hills. Due to the hard-work and dedication of the teachers the relocation of the KG1 classes has been very successful 


and the children are happy and settled in their new learning environment. 


‘As | say good bye to DIA and Dubai this summer, I reflect on my time here and | am very grateful to have been part of the team 
at this wonderful and warm school. | will really miss the whole of the DIA community next year, I wish everyone a happy and 
successful 2021-22. 


Kind regards, 


Ms. Olivia Mottram 
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MESSAGE FROM THE 
DEPUTY HEAD - 
PASTORAL 


Dear DIA community 


Another year has come to an end and we reflect and reminisce 
on what we have achieved, what we have learned and what 
we want to leave behind. By doing this you will be ready to 


embrace all the new and exciting things the future will bring. 


2020/2021 has been an unusual year. It has posed some 
challenges but has also directed us down some new avenues. 


There has been a rejuvenated sense of community and social 


Ms. Manuela Watfa 


cohesion. Communities have developed stronger bonds and 


appreciation for each other. DIA has done this well. 


We have learned that well-being comes first. We have focused on student, teacher and parent and tried to ensure they are 
supported. There has been a continuous effort to have our students in school while ensuring they are safe and cared for, this 


has been an achievement! 


We have tried to support our teachers and parents to adapt to these required transitions and wish to thank them for all their 


confidence and trust. 


A farewell is a celebration to celebrate your success and wishes. It is a long timeline that starts in the past where we were and 


extends into to future with where we will be. It brings with it better sweet memories and exciting prospects. 


We look forward to 2021/2022 and as Emerson once said Laugh often, Dream big, Reach for the stars! - 


Ms. Manuela Watfa 
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PRIMARY SCHOOL TEACHERS 


aa 


Bone? 


Ms. Samah Abdelhares 
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"Play turns out to be so stunningly essential to childhood, it’s like love, sunshine and broccoli all juiced together.” 
Lenore Skenazy 


KG1A, it has been my absolute pleasure to join your play and guide your learning in your first year at school. Watching your 
confidence grow as the year has progressed is honestly one of the best parts of beinga teacher and | feel so incredibly proud for 
how much each of you have blossomed. Our class is a fun, bubbly and charismatic place to learn, and | admire how you have all 
taken this year in your stride. 


You have each demonstrated how you are independent inquirers, open-minded learners and expressive communicators and 
have all made sure to tackle learning with a ‘hands on approach’. Our classroom has been a fun and engaging place to learn, and | 
hope you are all so very proud of what you have accomplished. 


Each Unit of Inquiry has provided us with a great platform to jump into our learning experiences and I have loved inquiring into 
the natural world with you, exploring everything from tiny garden insects to humongous ocean creatures. You are certainly an 
active class who love to explore our outdoor and indoor environment and challenge yourselves each day to create, construct and 
make connections. 


Thank you to each of you in KG1A and your families for such a successful year. You are so ready for your next adventures and | 
wish each of you lots of love and luck as your learning journeys continue. 


Be brave, be creative, be kind. Be you! 
Ms. Jess and Ms. Marvic 


Sai | | innoventures 
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This year | have had the greatest pleasure teaching the KG1B class and to say that | am so proud of them would be the biggest 
understatement. They have been the most incredibly resilient bunch of children. Full of life, laughter and love. We have faced 


many challenges this year and yet our children have come out on the other side stronger and more confident. Through purposeful 
play, and the ability to inquire about the world around them, they have become knowledgeable risk-takers. 


Together our class has formed many meaningful relationships and learned to praise one another and show how caring they can 
be. We have made sure to tackle learning with a ‘hands on approach’ making learning as fun as possible. Our class has shared so 
many special moments together as a class that | will treasure forever. 


To my little monkeys, who are all so ready to face their next adventure with confidence and independence. “Always remember 
you are braver than you believe, stronger than you seem, smarter than you think and loved more than you know!” Thank you to 
all of the parents for the wonderful year, ongoing support and the amazing parent-teacher relationships. 


Weill miss you so much! 


Ms. Tracy, Ms. Dorothy and Ms. Mae. 
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Happiness, wide smiles, and good morning cuddles is how we began every day in our KG1 C class. To alll my sweet little ones, I'm 


filled with pride to see your growth this past year and delighted to see that you have blossomed into such curious, independent 
learners. 


| will cherish the beautiful memories we have created together, and | still recall my first-time meeting each of you like it was 
yesterday. It brings me immense joy to have been an integral part of your learning journey. 


We know this year things were quite different from the norm, but you all adapted so well by demonstrating your desire for 
learning. Our countless activities helped unleash your imagination and stimulated your senses. 


We have indeed created extraordinary memories and bonds this past year and | hope you will remember the fun times we had 
during the obstacle courses, dress up days, curiosity time, and creativity exercises. Through these experiences, we have learnt 
to take care of each other, be kind, be helpful, be curious but most of all be ourselves. 


I'd like to express my utmost gratitude to your lovely parents, for letting us be a part of your journey, for being inquisitive, and 
putting their faith in us. As you continue through life and mature, you will encounter 
new learning opportunities and discover yourselves. . Always stay kind, stay 
enthusiastic, stay courageous and never give up. | know you are ready for the next 


step in your learning journey. | am so proud of you all! 


Ms. Ayesha, Ms, Edna and Ms. Marjorie 


oventures 
education 


EM Gl innov nture 


U 
a 
O 
ed 


elelele] - 


@ ole fo] 


cxq]afedmy 


o |e |o oe | 
& [oo le| 


28 


This year has been a fantastic and fulfilling year of learning, exploring and most importantly personal growth for the children 
in KG1D. With all the unusual challenges that the children have faced this year they have had an incredible enthusiasm and 
unwavering positive attitude towards their learning. It has been such a pleasure to be on this journey with them. 


Ihave been privileged to see the continuous development that each child has made and how they have grown. Their determination 
and hard-working attitudes are a true testament to the IB Learner Profile skills that are being nurtured such as: Inquirers, 
Thinkers, Communicators, Risk-Takers and Balanced and Reflective learners. 


A few highlights from the year that the class have thoroughly enjoyed are; times spent making special relationships with friends, 
experiencing and exploring new things, messy play, dancing in class, showing off their outfits on dress-up days and plenty of 
opportunities in the outdoor areas, 


The children continue to impress me with how mature they are and how well they are able to carry themselves, In spite of the 
difficulties that the children may have faced such as conflict resolution, self-care and difficult challenges they supersede these 
with confidence and the ability to achieve anything they set their minds on. 


1am honoured to witness the children blossom into such kind, caring, selfless and amazing children with a passion for learning 
and self discovery. | can't wait to see what is in store for them next. 


Ms, Chelsea, Ms. Pina and Ms. Joy 
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“Every child is a different kind of flower, and all together they make this world a beautiful garden.” 


| remember our first day together in KG1E, we started the year differently to how a usual first day of ‘Big School’ would be and 
there may have been challenges along the way. However, together we have made it a fantastic, special and unique year. The 


children have become confident and Knowledgeable learners in the process. Our classroom has been full of love, laughter and 
life! 


This year the children have grown personally, socially and emotionally and created wonderful friendships along the way. It has 
been my absolute pleasure to teach the children this past year and we have made fantastic memories that | will cherish. 


Through purposeful play, indoors and in the outdoor area, the children have shown the ability to inquire about the world around 
them, they have become Knowledgeable Risk-takers and thoroughly enjoyed our Unit of Inquiry topics. You demonstrated how 
you all are independent inquirers and open-minded learners. 


hope you are all as proud as we are, of what you have accomplished this past year. 


| would personally like to thank the parents of KG1E for their amazing support during this past academic year. The children are 
now ready for their next adventure in KG2. | wish you all lots of love and luck, we will miss you all! 


Ms. Francesca, Ms. Nerisa and Ms. Rosejane. 
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KG1 F's first year of school was fun filled with so many memories. Throughout the academic year they grew into principled and 
knowledgeable individuals. You have developed critical thinking skills and led your learning through inquiry like true IB learners. 
This year was different from previous years but our main priorities were to keep children safe and happy while focusing on their 
mental wellbeing as we continued our learning journey. KG1F have been exposed to wide and varied range of hands on learning 
and they have blossomed in confidence and self-esteem. 


The class have made some very special friendships and have learned to praise each other's accomplishments. They are risk 
takers and each day make balanced choices in class. Throughout all Units of Inquiry, the children have developed their natural 
curiosity for learning. Although this year faced a few challenges, KG1F were provided with lots of giggles, fun and meaningful 
experiences including World Book Day, National Day celebrations and our Teddy Bear Picnic. | was so fortunate to have such an 
awesome class. | wish them best of luck for KG2 


Ms. Sana, Ms. Elizabeth and Ms. Mary Ann. 
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KG1 G, we are so proud to have been part of your learning journey. From the very first day of excitement and mixed emotions. 
look how you have all grown now! We have watched you develop into Independent, Knowledgeable, Thinkers. Your Caring 
natures and big personalities have brought smiles, laughter and fun to school each day. 


Together, we really have made this unique year a special and memorable one. | guess its's true, ‘time does fly when you're having 
fun! 


As your next learning journey awaits you; remember you are Courageous and remember how amazing you all are. Thank you to 
all of you and a big thank you to all the parents for their continuous support. 


We will miss you all so much and wish you all the best in the next step of your learning journey. 


Ms. Leanne, Ms. Norba and Ms. Nouna 
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This year has been amazing in KG1 H, our days have been very busy with lots of fun and learning. It has been through play that 
the children have come to grips with the world around them and become Inquirers. 


We have interactively explored our Units of Inquiry; “Who we are", “Sharing the planet”, "How the world works" and "How we 
express ourselves’. And the children have greatly developed language, self-confidence, and independence through the process 
of this learning. 


Parents have played a crucial role supporting the children’s learning by helping them with their home projects too. The children 
loved presenting the pictures of themselves when they were babies and toddlers as well as telling us all about their family 
members with their first project. Thank you for your continued support throughout the year. 


Without any doubt, the children in KG1 H have made some everlasting friendships and showed that they care for each other very 
much. Now they are ready for the new adventures and opportunities of KG2, 


Thank you to each and every one who has made 2020-2021 a great year, we wish you lots of luck in the next part of your learning 


journeys! 


Ms. Amaya, Ms. May and Ms. Vench 
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Hello KG2A - Angelfish class! What a ROLLERCOASTER we have all gone through! 


2021 has been an exceptional year and a challenging one at times, you have all been so resilient and have overcome a confusing 
year. You have all been able to accomplish learning how to read, write sentences and even play while making meaningful 
friendships within the restrictions. 


In our Unit of Inquiry “sharing the planet” KG2A has developed their understanding of the world, how we need to protect 
endangered animals, our environment and the importance of being mindful of our waste. | loved watching you all grow into little 
Inquirers. 


We are in awe of how you have all strived to be independent learners while being compassionate to one another and respecting 
all the different cultures in our class and community each day. 


We have participated and celebrated various activities throughout this year such as learning about the U.AE., and world book 
day. You have all gained and developed valuable skills through working collaboratively and sharing your ideas and suggestions 
in whole class discussions. 


Thank you parents for being supportive, understanding, and kind. It has been such a pleasure working with all of you to ensure 
your child can strive for the best that they can be 


We will miss all of your laughter, joy and smiling faces as you all enter year 1 and continue being enthusiastic and driven learners. 
Good luck for the future and always remember you can accomplish anything! 


Hugs from 


Ms, Edalia and Ms. Judy. 
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This was the year that the children of KG2B rose to challenges we could never have predicted they would face. They have 
shown outstanding positivity and resilience in the most unusual circumstances. We found new ways to be together when 
the world needed us to stay apart and through it all they demonstrated such enthusiasm and curiosity. 


We certainly didn’t let Covid hold us back as we adapted to new ways of learning and tested the strength of our 
imaginations. We defied gravity when we were Scientists, we learnt to show we care on pink day and to be proud of where 
we live on National day. On world book day we immersed ourselves in our favourite stories 

In our Unit's of inquiry the children discovered the importance of everyone's contributions when we were Community 
Helpers. Their passion for the Polar regions emerged when we explored ‘Sharing the planet’ and their artistic sides were 
a joy to witness as we discovered ‘How we express ourselves’ 

Above all you have learnt about kindness, friendship and respect and that the most important part of the classroom is the 
people in it. We will cherish every moment we have shared with you, watching your confidence grow. You have thrived 
in challenging circumstances and have exciting futures ahead of you. Wishing you all the best in Year 1, be the amazing 
people we know you are! 


Allour love 
Ms. Jo and Ms. Maricel 
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Throughout the year the children in Clownfish Class have had lots of fun learning new skills in order for them to become 
independent learners, both inside the classroom and in the outside learning environment. 


They made firm friendships within the classroom and have learnt how to care and show respect for each other. 


Our learning has looked different this year in KG2, we have had to get used to being socially distanced from our friends to keep 
Us safe, work in our bubble groups and develop our independent learning skills. 


The children have shown that they are resilient and responsible, learning the new rules of the classroom and doing a fantastic job 
of taking responsibility for their own learning in this new environment. 


During our 'How We Communicate’ Unit of Inquiry, the children became more aware of the different members of our family, 
home and school Community. They learnt about the role and responsibilities of people in their community and of themselves 
at home and in the classroom. In our Unit of Inquiry ‘Sharing the Planet’ they developed their research skills, learning about 
Endangered Animals, different Environments and Pollution. In the Unit of Inquiry ‘How We Express Ourselves’ the children 
enjoyed learning about different artists and produced some beautiful pieces of artwork, developing their Creativity skills, 


The children have a great sense of fun and love to make each other laugh. We want to thank every child for their individuality and 
beautiful characters. Clownfish class have given us many treasured memories and have been outstanding as we travelled with 
them on their learning journey. 


You have developed your skills and are caring, thoughtful, independent and creative in everything that you do. A little part of 
each of you will always be with us. 


Strive to always be the best that you can be. 


We wish you all the best for Year 1 and will miss seeing your smiling faces every day. 
All our love 


Ms. Sally and Ms. Geraldine 
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Throughout the last few months our school and classroom experience has changed as we continue to evolve through the Covid 19 
pandemic. 


This year | have had the greatest pleasure to teach the KG2 Dolphins. | am incredibly proud of all them, as they have shown amazing 
resilience in managing these changes so well, Their confidence and ability to adapt to changes is beyond commendable. 


Through our various "Unit of Inquiry” topics the Dolphins have developed strong research and 
communication skills. While observing the social distancing the children have enjoyed their dress up days 
immensely, along with the fun creative crafts. 


My dear Dolphins Ms. Marcel and | will cherish the beautiful memories of your kindness and sense of 
humor. We would like to say a massive thank you to all the lovely parents for your constant support and 
words of encouragement. 


We wish youall the best for Year 1. Thank you KG2D, you were all nothing but amazing! 


“Have courage and be kind"- (Cinderella) 


Ms. Zainab Abbas and Ms. Marcel. 
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As your teacher | am so proud, and loved watching you grow and develop over the past year into Risktakers and Inquirers. You 


have alll shown amazing resilience to our new ways of teaching and learning in the classroom. Your enthusiasm to learn will be a life 
long skill that will aid you in your school years ahead. You have all shown 


Open-minded learning and | am so delighted at how you have grown into 
considerate and Caring learners to all those around you. 


Always remember you are a very special child 
And you should really know, 
How we loved being your teachers 


And how fast the year did go. 


One thing we tried to teach you, 
To last your whole life through, 
Is to know that you are special 


Just because you are you! 


From 
Ms. Jessica & Ms. Girlyn 
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Mysweet KG2F, 


I'm so glad we were your teachers this year, it has been an honour to watch you grow and we have really come to love you so! 
I can't believe the end of the year has come so quick, | am really going to hate to see you go. | hope you always remember all the fun 
times we had and all that you have learnt but most of all | hope you always remember how special each one of you are! 


‘You're off to great places! 


Today is your day! 


Your mountain is waiting so get on your way!” 


Love Miss Natasha and 


Ms. Elizabeth 
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Wow! What a year we have had in KG2G this year. It has been a new experience trying to teach with social distancing and bubbles 
of children but the children have been incredible with their ability to adapt and change in new circumstances. We have made the 
most of the class and the outdoor areas to provide fun learning and social opportunities. The children have built wonderful 
relationships and have worked together amazingly as a team. 


It has been an absolute pleasure to teach and get to know the children, who have grown and developed emotionally, socially 
and academically this year. Their individual personalities each brought joy and laughter to the class and they have become 
independent, responsible and confident young learners, who have developed their enquiry skills. They are also considerate and 
thoughtful of others and the world around them. They have developed an amazing work ethic and take pride in what they do. 


hope the children continue to use their imagination, enquiry skills and enthusiasm as they progress on their learning journey. I 
have had so much fun on this adventure with these children and will really miss them next year but | am confident, they are ready 
for anew challenge in Year one, how exciting! 


| wish them all the best as they move forward. 
Lots of Love 


Ms. Natalie and Ms. Manilyn 


52 


| can't believe how quickly this year has flown by. Well, as they say - time flies when you're having fun. It's safe to say that KG2H 
had an amazing and wonderful year filled with afun and enjoyable learning journey this year. It's been an honour and privilege to 
watch all the children grow over the year. They made firm friendships and learned the importance of showing respect and care 
for each other. With friends from many nationalities, it has been visible that the children in KG2H are caring and open-minded 
by their participation in various celebrations from across the globe. During each of our units of inquiry'Who we are’, ‘sharing the 
planet’,'How we express ourselves’, and 'How the world works. they have focused on social studies, science and the arts. 


They have developed an understanding of the responsibilities within a classroom and at home. They have thought about future 
career choices and learnt how they can take action to care for their local environment. Furthermore, they can use their senses, 
communicate and express themselves through arts. 


By learning together our journey has been filled with a fun and meaningful experience. | appreciate the support you have given 
us and all that you do to ensure your child becomes a life-long learner. Thank you so much! 


lam very excited to see the Hermit Crab take on year 1 with confidence! 


Love and regards, 
Ms. Amna and Ms. Maricar. 
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| couldn't have been more proud of you Year 1A 
You have adapted so well - to all the Changes that came your way, 

You embraced it with much strength. 

Although you had to socially distance - you displayed Self-Management skills. 

It wasn't easy to stay away from friends 

but you showed great Responsibility. 

You were Risk Takers and Researchers in everything you took on. 

May it be experiments or Researching countries - your Inquiry was always spot on. 
Fantastic Communicators — is what | believe you are, 


Hence “Little Miss and Mr. Chatterbox" is how | will always remember you all. 


You were Caring and Open-Minded - something you must always be. 
Your beautiful smiles and stories will always be part of me. 

Don't forget the Yoga! And all the poses you have mastered. 

Don't forget to always breathe when you feel sad or tired. 

thas been an incredible year my little ones despite the ups and downs, 
Parents, | thank you all - without your support, the show could never goon. 


Iwish you the very best my Year 1A - You are all set for many journeys! 


With much love and best wishes | leave you with cherished memories. 


With Love, 


Ms, Yogita and Ms. Udeni 
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Year book ideas 


Wonderful busy bees - you have had such a fantastic year! 


How wonderful it has been being back in school together this year. We had to make adjustments and there were challenges 
keeping socially distanced and learning and playing in bubbles. We made a great team though and we worked together through 
every challenge we faced. | am proud of you all for so many things. | am proud of you for being CARING as you strived to show 
glorious kindness to each other. | am proud of how you used your curious minds to INQUIRE and COMMUNICATE as you 
researched animals, countries and cultures to learn more about the world around you. | am proud of you as you were all RISK 
TAKERS who tried new things and never gave up. You were CREATIVE in your writing and storytelling. You REFLECTED on your 
work and learning to set goals and find ways to improve. You ll have invincible grit! These things are all very important skills that 
will take you far. Always remember, when we learn something new, we always give our best effort and really focus. When things 
are hard, we keep practicing. When we feel disappointed, we know it's okay. We never, ever give up. We've got grit! We don't 
quit! | am so very proud of everything you have achieved. Every single one of you have worked so hard this year and you have 
improved so much. You are all Super Improvers! | was the luckiest teacher to have a class full of happy, positive, kind students 
who were always trying to be their best! 
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Year 1C 


This year in 1C has been full of fun, smiles and laughter, we have had such a wonderful journey. | am so proud of how you have 
adapted to the ‘new normal’ creating socially distanced friendships and still having big smiles on your faces daily, 


You have continually amazed me with your progress this year turning into wonderful readers and | loved hearing about your 
favourite characters and stories on World Book Day. | enjoyed learning about your future ambitions on our dress up day and | 
believe you are all going to make fantastic doctors, ballerinas, footballers and policemen to 
name a few. 

You have shown yourself to be excellent Inquirers making marvellous medicine, Open- 
Minded when discovering different food around the world, Communicators when 
presenting information to our friends and Knowledgeable when sharing information about 
your country. 

Your positive attitude, enthusiasm and creativity has continued to impress myself and Ms 
Ula throughout this year. We are so proud of how Caring and Principled you have become. 
Watching you grow over the last year has been an absolute pleasure and we got through this 
strange year together. | am so lucky to have been your teacher. 


With love, 


Ms. Claire and Ms. Ula 


“How lucky am | to have something that makes saying goodbye so hard,” Winnie the Pooh 
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Year 1D, the end of our year together has come around too quickly, | cannot believe our fun-filled year is over! 


Throughout this year we have explored some fantastic topics, living things, cultures, our home countries and many more. We 
had many exciting fun days together dressing up for ‘World Book Day,’ Flag Day,'‘Pink Day’ and many more. Our wonderful times 
playing together in Sky Garden and our outdoor area where we learned to play in our bubbles and be fantastic friends to one 
another. 


Our classroom looked hugely different this year, | am so proud if all of you for overcoming this big challenge and how you 
adapted to life in school. You have been amazing, balanced and open-minded students during this time, and you were extremely 
determined to be nothing but ‘Super Stars’ throughout 


Thanks a million for all the wonderful memories, | am extremely thankful and grateful to have been your teacher and watch 
you grow. Know that without a doubt your laughter, giggles, chats, jokes, ideas, personalities and seeing your smiling faces each 
morning have brought much happiness into both my life and Kholood's. 


This year it has been an absolute pleasure having you as part of my day and my great privilege being part of yours! | wish you all 
the best in your new year and | am sure you will all continue to ‘shine’ in Year 2! 


Lots of Love 


Ms. Jackie J and Ms. Kholood 
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What an AMAZING year we have had in 1E! It has been such a joy and pleasure teaching all of you this school year. Asa class 
you approached each of our units enthusiastically and you have been so kind and caring to one another. We have watched you 
work, learn and grow so much and we are very proud of all you have achieved this year. 


Every day with you has been an adventure and we will cherish all our special memories from dressing up on World Book Day, 
having ‘Show and Tell’ for International Food Day and creating our Planet Mars art collages. We have had lots of fun @ 


Each of youshowed outstanding Resilience and Open Mindedness when we transitioned back into the classroom from e-learning 
in September and during our week of Distance Learning on Teams. 


for learning that you have now. Keep making good choices and let your wonderful Re dillanectale 
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Ithas been a year of social distancing, screens and sanitising...but it has also been a year filled with love, laughter and learning! | 
could not be prouder of you, my little learners. 


You have shown yourselves to be Caring and Principled; adjusting to our new normal, following the rules and staying in your 
bubbles (even though it seemed tricky at times) to keep us safe and learning together in school. 


You learned to be Risk-takers, to make mistakes and to believe in the power of “yet”. Remember, if something doesn't work out 
the first time - try again! 


You were incredible Inquirers; showing curiosity in your learning, asking questions and developing your Research Skills. | 
delighted in hearing you make connections and explain your thinking using my favourite word “because”, as you inquired into 
living things, researched countries and became super scientists and mathematicians! 

You discovered that, “Reading gives us someplace to go when we have to stay where we are,” and grew into little bookworms; 
doing your Daily 5 and taking every opportunity to read, listen to and share stories. Together we were transported from our 
socially distanced classroom to the farms of Boggis, Bunce and Bean as Fantastic Mr Fox prepared a feast for his family; to 
George's kitchen as he mixed marvellous medicines for Grandma and not forgetting our dive to the depths of the ocean to join 
Alba the 100 Year Old Fish in her search for shiny objects...to name but a few of our literary adventures! 


Ithas been my great joy to learn and grow with you this year. | will treasure the time that we have spent together as Year 1F and 
wish you all the very best as you continue your learning journey into Year 2. 


With love, 
Ms. Jodie and Ms. Rem 


“Always remember you matter, you're important and you are loved, and you bring to this world things no one else can.” - Charlie 
Mackesy, The Boy, The Mole, The Fox and The Horse 
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Iwish | could put this letter ina time capsule and save it when you are older and better understand the significance of the year you 
have just completed. Nine months ago, you logged onto our TEAMS lesson, and we began our distance learning journey. Many 
of you were nervous and scared. Some of you were eager and hopeful. Nevertheless, all of you showed incredible determination 
and resilience by showing up for lessons and always trying your best. 


(Once you joined the classroom, you learned what it meant to social distance, walk in a line, use scissors, tie your shoelaces, be 
organised, and be part of a group. You learned how to read, become mathematicians, scientists, inquirers, and more. You learned 
what it meant to bea friend. You played with others, took turns, worked through problems, and practised patience. 


You smiled, laughed, and sometimes cried, Not all of our days were easy, but most of our days were filled with learning, excitement, 
and happiness. The memories we made telling stories, reading, making crafts, playing Kahoots, and board games will forever be 
etched in my heart. 


Time has seemed to fly by, and while | am excited about summer, | sometimes wish for time to slow down just a bit so we could 
have a little more time together. However, | know you are ready to move on, Our time together is complete. | am so proud of how 
your confidence has grown, and I cannot wait to see all the amazing things you will accomplish in the future. I hope to see each 
other again someday, and when we do, whether you are 7 or 27, we can look at one another with asmile and remember that once 
upon a time, you were 6, and once upon a time, | was your teacher. 


Until that day, please remember that I believe in you and know that you are capable of greatness. 
Almylove, 'e 


Ms. Tasmeyah and Ms. Monica 
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YEAR 1H 


1H The New Class! 


In all my years of teaching | have never had a class so many of its members were new to the community. On the first few days 
in September we were all getting to know our new school, our new friends, our new teachers and, of course, the new rules! 
You showed that you were Risk-takers by overcoming those first day nerves and have developed many strong and Caring 
relationships. Our once little group of new people has become the happy and confident 1H family. 


You have been Open-minded throughout. The excitement and curiosity you showed when exploring one another's countries has 
opened your minds to different cultures. You have become Knowledgeable young learners which you frequently showed during 
your love of a Kahoot quiz! 


You have made me laugh, made mesmile and made me proud with your endless enthusiasm to learn about and make connections 
to the world around you. 


Keep exploring, keep wondering as you move onto the next stage of your school journey. 
Best wishes 


Mr. Rob and Ms, Annaliza 
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To my favourite students ever, 


This year has been quite different than previous school years, but it has also been an incredible journey full of fun, smiles and 
laughter. | will forever remember your positive energy and happy faces that made each day such a pleasure to come to school! | 
am immeasurably proud of you for being so adaptive and resilient during this strange and difficult year. 


We have created wonderful memories together; we designed and created our Space Exploration Robots, we used (and ate) 
candy to learn about collecting and presenting data, decorated and took care of a chicken egg for a whole day to learn about 
responsibility. | made you run, hop, skip and jump around the tennis court all while keeping your egg safe - you were such good 
sports and I have never laughed so hard! 


Being your teacher has been such an honour and joy and | will never forget you. 
All my love, 


Ms. Nerise 
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To the fantastic Year 2B, 


I want to thank you all for such an amazing year. You have been a wonderful class to have especially during my first year at DIA. It 
has beena strange year of socially distancing, wearing masks and excessively sanitizing our hands. Throughout it all you have been 
so resilient and disciplined. You adapted to the new normal very quickly and we were still able to have as much fun as we could! 


| love our class dynamic and the bond you have all built this year. | am even going to miss hearing about your duck obsession every 
day! Although we spent most of the year in our classroom, we still had a year of engaging and creative learning. My favorite activity 
was our Flat Stanley project when we got to see Stanley visit your family and friends all over the world. 


1am so proud of you all! | hope you have a brilliant summer and | wish you all the best going into Year 3! 


Ms. Amanda 
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Congratulations Year 2C for a wonderful year of exploring and learning. This year was a much different year with all the changes 
we had to endure. We have overcome many challenges and succeeded in achieving a great deal of progress. Our academic journey 
highlights took us with Flat Stanley to countries all over the world, designing and creating a robot to exploring a planet in our solar 
system, and creating an animal habitat for az00. | especially enjoyed watching all of you become authors by writing many fiction and 
non-fiction books. | am amazed and proud of all the hard work and perseverance you have all demonstrated throughout the year. 
Thank you for a great year and | wish you all a happy and healthy future 


Mr. Larry and Ms. Sylvia 
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This year has been like no other but I am lucky to have spent it with a classful of ‘Risk-Takers’ who face challenges head on, They 
started the year acclimatizing to the new normal and never looked back. | am immensely proud to have been with them on their 
learning journey, meeting challenges in the classroom, They have grown as a team both in the class and as individuals outside of 
school. They listen, watch and learn very quickly but more importantly they support and share their skills with each other. | have 
seen all of them show their ‘Caring’ side towards their peers and could not be happier with how they treat each other. We have 
adapted so well to new ways of showing our learning and massively grown in being able to use our new skills as ‘Inquirers'. | can 
honestly say, any adult whos lucky enough to work with this class, will feel privileged. 
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Class 2E 2020/2021 


What an amazing year. Like so many teachers, children, and parents | was concerned about what a ‘Socially Distant’ classroom 
would be like. | didn’t need to worry: youall made it truly fantastic, you embodied all that is great about the IB curriculum, Alll of 
you were Open Minded about how learning could be, you Communicated openly with each other, built your own Inquiries, you 
were Principled and Balanced about working with everyone in the classroom, and above all else Caring. 


Itwas so fantastic to see you all help each other and be so lovely and gentle with each other: every day was truly a pleasure, This 
has been a year of laughter, fun, and shared learning. All of you made it so. Some of my highlights included a Socially Distant 
Christmas party and making the longest paper chain in the world! A Science Day where we mostly ate Oreo cookies. Everyone 
working together to make a Celebration Tree, and a World Book day of incredible costumes. | have loved our GoNoodle obsession 
and am strangely proud that we invented and all enjoy playing a game called ‘Kill Theo’ 


It has been an absolute privilege to learn with you this year, | know you will goon and make next year an even bigger success for 
yourself. 


Mr.James 
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COVID 19 changed a lot of things for the world including how we learn. Our class was a special class as we were an ‘online 
class’. Not only did we learn different concepts, but we also learnt skills that we needed to facilitate our learning online. As the 
year progressed, we became a ‘blended classroom’ and although some children decided to come back to the classroom, some 
continued to remain online. 


We started our journey by learning about the changes COVID 19 brought about, how we organized ourselves and things around 
Us to help us through the pandemic, Our favorite unit was when we explored the Solar System and learned how we can be 
Inquirers and Risk-takers. We learned to express ourselves through patterns using our Thinking skills to create patterns and 
Communications skills to communicate patterns found all around us. We inquired into our identity by researching about our 
celebrations and traditions, making connections with our home environment. We learned to be Caring and Principled when we 
learned about animals and their habitats and finally, we learned to be Balanced when we looked at superheroes in real life. 


| am amazed at how resilient and 
Open-minded you all have been this 
year, being able to adapt to different 
situations. Thank you for making this 
year so rewarding and memorable, 
it has been a pleasure to teach every 
single one of you. | wish you all luck as 
you embark on a new journey in year 3 
next year. 


Ms. Kopal and Ms. Saria 
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Our year in 2G has been AMAZING. 


ABIG Thank You to you all. How you have all adapted to the changes in our school and classroom environment has been amazing. 
The courage and strength through these changes has shown you to be real superheroes. 


We have engaged in activities that have enriched our multicultural awareness and made us open minded to cultures other than 
our own. 


Highlights from our year include, inquiring into the Solar system, Habitats, Exploring Patterns and the one that has affected us 
the most, How our community is adapting to changes in the world. 


Yearbooks are not only treasured keepsakes but a powerful way to document our school history. | hope one day you can look 
back on this year and reflect on how unique it has been. 


Always strive to be the best that you can be. 
Best Wishes 
Ms. Heidi and Ms. Ivy 
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Like a bullet train hurtling through the countryside, this year has flown by! Having said that, what a year it has been. | have been 
so impressed with how each and every member of class 3A has embraced the “new normal’ in these COVID times, The hard work 
has paid off and | have seen so much progress throughout the year. 


| am so pleased that | was given the opportunity to be your teacher during my first year in Dubai. Throughout the year, | have 
watched you be Inquirers; investigating the different characteristics of plants and animals and Communicators; showing off how 
Knowledgeable you are when presenting your work. Most importantly, you have shown me how Caring you all are by showing 
support toall your friends in Class 3A. 


Whilst the words “social distance” and “wear your mask" may forever echo in your ears, | hope that this year will also be 
remembered for the amazing characters, fantastic friendships made and excellent work produced! 


Remember: 

Believe in yourself, show resilience, achieve your best, be nice to others, accept challenges and be happy! 
All the best for Year 4, 

Mr. Damien 
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Toll my amazing, caring and knowledgeable students in 3B, 


Ihave loved getting to know each and every one of you and it has been a pleasure to have you all in my class. We have been 
on another unprecedented journey this year, but you have embraced all of the exciting opportunities, been risk takers and 
demonstrated a multitude of skills. want to express my huge prideand gratitude to youall for your resilience, passion for learning 
and laughter throughout the whole experience. It has been particularly wonderful to see your support and encouragement of 
each other, never lose that! | will have many fond memories of you and our time together and | wish you all the best as you 
continue to flourish in Year 4 and beyond. | will miss you all greatly! 


Aim high! Work Hard! Dream big! Believe in yourself! 
Lots of love, 


Ms. Natalie x 
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3C YOU ARE SHINING, SUPER STARS! 


From the start, you chose to make our class Caring, Principled and Reflective. Throughout the year, each one of you worked hard 
to keep it that way. 


Caring when helping each other, taking part in odd socks day, pink day; 
Principled when following the rules, being fair and honest; 
Reflective when editing your work, listening to feedback and guiding your own learning. 


You have shown that you are independent, adaptable and Open-Minded students becoming tech-geniuses using Toddle/Pic 
collage/PPT/Nearpod/Word to record and share your learning. 


You are a wonderful group of students who have embraced new ways of learning, are respectful and enthusiastic leaners. | loved 
being your teacher! 


The more that you READ, 
The more things you will KNOW, 
The more that you LEARN, 


The more places you'll GO!’ 
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What an incredible journey for 3D this year. It has been my pleasure to grow and work with such passionate students. Each as 
individuals, we entered a new journey together and throughout the year we developed ourselves academically, personally and 
socially. This year has certainly been one to remember and | amso proud of how each and every one of 3D handled the challenges 
we faced. You have all kept me smiling! | have been amazed by so many fascinating personalities, who are well Balanced, 
Knowledgeable and consistently Open-Minded. 


Our Year 3 camp demonstrated a wonderful level of Risk-Takers and the Caring children that they are. It has been such a 
privilege to be part of each individual journey of Year 3 and | know you will all be SUPERSTARS in Year 4! 


You're off to great places, today is your day, your mountain is waiting... so get on your way! Dr. Seuss 


Ms. Louise 
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3E you should be so proud! You have all worked so hard and it has brought you far. You have all become shining stars! 


It has been my pleasure to work with such passionate students, You were Open-minded; embracing new ways of learning, You 
grew in independence and resilience as you became Thinkers throughout our different units of inquiry. | have watched you be 
Inquirers; digging into the past to learn about archeology and showing how Knowledgeable you are when presenting your work. 
Most importantly, you have shown me how Caring you all are by always showing kindness and support to all your friends in 3E. 


I wish you all the luck in the world as you move into Year 4. 


Ms. Stacey 
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| can't express how incredibly proud | am of 3F this academic year. During a time of turbulence, countless masks, sanitser, and 
uncertainty for us all, you have shown nothing but resilience, patience, and have smiled through all the challenges we have faced 
together. 3F is an incredible team and you have truly proved that working together, we can achieve anything. You have all made 
me smile and laugh every single day, and we have had so much fun along the way. | have absolutely loved teaching you, and wish 
you all the best for the next academic year. | will miss you all. 


Love always, 


Ms. Lydia x 
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What a year it has been 3G! You have immersed yourself in a world of learning, both online and face-to-face. You have been 
Inquirers; digging into the past to learn about archeology, and have become more Knowledgeable through research and 
investigations into the characteristics of plants and animals as you explored how the world works and presented what you 
found, You have shown how Open-minded you are by embracing change and the new ways in which we learn, and defining 
what it means to be Risk-takers by embracing technology and turning homes into classrooms. | am so pleased to see how Caring 
you have been towards each other, particularly when showing 
what excellent Communicators you are, not just in school but 
virtually and through different forms of media. It has been so 
wonderful to watch the progress you have made this year. | 
have loved getting to know you all and enjoyed every minute 
of 3G despite some of the challenges we have faced, Watching 
you overcome these challenges together has been such a joy. 
Good luck in Year 4 and beyond! 
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The 4 A's that come to mind when | think of my wonderful 4A class this year are awesome, ambitious and amazingly admirable 
students. This was a year that required each and every one of you to be Open - Minded and patient, to be Reflective and resilient 
and above all to show each other kindness and patience and for this | want to thank you 

Each day you came to school/meetings online with smiles on your faces, ready to face the day and challenges ahead. Reflecting 
on the year we have had together, you have shown some incredible skills and attitudes towards your learning. From our unit on 
sound to learning about world explorers and inventors you all showed enthusiasm and creativity, grit and dedication. 

Thank you for being an amazing bunch of learners, for your wild energy and kind ways. It has been a pleasure to watch you grow! 
Wishing you all an enjoyable summer and best wishes for the years ahead. 


Ms. Aine 
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Ithas been an honour to be your teacher this year - watching you grow and learn and become the best learners and people you can be! 


This year was undoubtedly full of challenges, but | am so proud of how you took it all in your stride and brought positivity and optimism 
toclass each day. Youshowed how truly resilientand adaptable you are. Your enthusiasm and fun-lovingnatures area joy tobe around. 


You are all so special and unique. Each with your own special talents and skills accompanied with the endless kindness that you show 
toeach other each day. 


hope you continue to dream big, stay kind and continue to be the fantastic students you are. 


Have an amazing summer, 


Ms. Ailise 
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4C Legends, Take a Bow! 


4C Legends, you have been fantastic! Pat yourself on the back, you have survived an entire year with the craziest, but the best, 
Irish Teacher the school has ever seen! 


What a wonderful, rewarding, and challenging year it has been! Whether we were online, in school, doing whacky jokes, playing 
taboo, playing the shopping list game, inquiring, questioning, writing, or reading....we had so much fun, laughter and enjoyment! 
You have been such a positive class 


Ithas been areal pleasure watching each one of you grow; individually you have all offered so much to our class of legends. | hope 
you alll enjoyed 4C as much as | have enjoyed teaching each and every one of you. 


4C students have learned how to inquire, research and collaborate with various individuals to gain a deeper understanding of 
the world around them. You were explorers, mathematicians, authors, scientists, researchers and poets. There were so many 
highlights- creating musical stages, inquiring into the effects of global warming, all those maths lessons to namea few. Thank you 
for the hundreds of questions, your knowledge, inquiry skills and enthusiasm — | have enjoyed it all! 


| would also like to thank the Parents of the 4C legends! You are legends also. Your support has been unwavering, and | greatly 
appreciate all that you have done during the school year. 


You are more than ready to take on the challenge of Year 5! 
All the Best! 
Mr. Phillip 
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Thank You! 


Ithas been another challenging year with restrictions and setbacks. Havingsaid that, Itwas great to see somany of youacknowledging 
that your heartis in the classroom and that is were we had so many great times this year. 


For me, this year wasavery exciting time because it was my first year at Dubai International Academy - Emirates Hills, much likesome 
of you! And the welcome | received from both parents and children was overwhelming. | have thoroughly enjoyed this year - despite 
the setbacks - a great deal and you have all progressed monumentally since September. We have pushed each other to the limit in 
terms of our academic achievement and this helped create an influx of open-mindedness, risk-taking and inquiry, just to name a few 
profiles. Consequently, this forged a fantastic relationship over our Year 4 journey and created a determined classroom spirit, one of 
Which | have never seen before given the circumstances. 


Overall, | want you to leave the year feeling more confident, encouraged and inquiring. Over the last 9 months, you have answered 
your own questions about electricity, created your own musical stadiums, considered how global warming can be prevented and filled 
your head endless solutions to any type of mathematical problem. All the while, managinga less open environment and trying to build 
your social skills in the safest possible manner. 


| am incredibly proud of you alll and | want you all to know how much potential you have. Ultimately, if you can continue working hard 
and use the support of your teachers and parents there is nothing you can't achieve! Have an amazing time in Year 5 and don't be 
scared to say “hello” at any time. 


"We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit” 
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Well 4E, what an interesting year! 


From starting the year getting to know each other via computer screen, to students joining and leaving every few weeks then 
working in a blended classroom it’s certainly been a school year unlike any other! It’s been a challenge for all of us, but you all 
stayed Open Minded throughout and approached everything as Risk-takers. | couldn't be more impressed. 


You adapted to using different platforms and apps to complete work, worked independently and even managed to master 
working in groups via a screen. I'm sure this expertise will be of great help moving into the future, | know you have helped me 
many times with technical problems! 


wish youall the best moving into Year 5 and hope to see more of you in person around the school next year. 


Mr.James 
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An enormous THANK YOU to the wonderful children and parents of Year 4F! 


It has been an unusual but rewarding year. You approached activities with an Open-mind and can-do attitude ready to learn and 
grow, whether it was online or F2F. 


It was incredible for me to see you grow in confidence, communicating your knowledge and forming friendships online and in 
person. | appreciated your cheery smiles and chirpy voices joining in to class discussions and bringing joy to my day. 


We had fun dissecting phrases and learning new vocabulary as we read about the adventures of Fred and his new friends, we 
put ourselves in their shoes as we imagined what it would be like to be Explorers in the Amazon Rainforest. You developed 
your Inquiry skills, creating questions and researching 
to find the answers. The creative presentations that you 
submitted impressed me and your classmates, such as the 
music concert you designed. Some of my best memories 
are of sharing stories and playing games together. 


My wish for you is to keep your inquisitive minds engaged 
in your learning and continue to flourish in Year 5! 


“Shoot for the moon. Even if you miss, you'll land among 
the stars.” Norman Vincent Peale. 


Ms. Barbara 
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4G - | am happy to have been a part of another EPIC, whirlwind of a year in your school journey. You have been truly open- 
minded embracing the change -be it moving classrooms, juggling between distance learning and face to face and adjusting to the 
new class settings. You worked together as a team and did not let the situation dampen your enthusiasm. YOU are our resilient 
heroes, 


You were a unique class and each one of you will always have a special place in my heart- the quiet, the loud, the cheerful, the 
mischievous, the sleepy head, the book lover, the acrobat, the absent minded. | looked forward to each day with you, as this class 
was always bursting with positive vibes. It has been rewarding to watch you grow both academically and personally. 


I wish you all well. Continue to spread joy, believe in yourself and reach for the stars. 
Ms. Anita 
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This has been a fantastic year and one that will not be forgotten in a hurry. It was my second year here in Dubai and you have all 
made it so special for me. Looking back on the first day in 5A (it was a little different to the norm) bringing so many memories; 
excited faces, nervous smiles as friendships developed and together, we became a team, a family. It really has been a pleasure to 
work with such kind, Caring and Open-Minded children (and parents) and together you created a place where | looked forward 
togoing every day. 


The journey you have been on has proven you are able to do anything if you take the risk and try. As a team, we faced the 
unknown; new seating styles, working in groups, playing with your friends as well as many more changes. You were all resilient 
and adapted to the ‘new normal’ and | could not have been prouder to call you SA. You have all blossomed into such great pupils 
and amazing human beings and you should be proud of how far you have come this year. Your mindset when faced with difficult 
situations has proven to be ever-growing as we all embarked on a new style of teaching with distance learning. You have been 
patient, independent, Reflective and most of all you have persevered with challenges that have been thrown your way. 


As you continue your journey into Year 6 | hope to see that your take all of these characteristics with you and shine brightly like 
you have done this year, Thank you so much for making me feel welcome at DIA and making my time here in Dubai memorable. 


Ms. Natalie 
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WOW! Where has the year gone?! | haveseen theclass go fromstrengthto strength in their Thinking and Reflection, academically 


and socially, becoming more Knowledgeable during the process. 


Throughout the year, SB have engaged in a broad range of 
topics, from being excellent Communicators by expressing 
themselves through art and technology, to being Inquirers into 
different factors for migration across the world. The students 
have been exceptionally Balanced by dealing with a range of 
new restrictions and regulations this year. It has been so lovely 
watching how Principled they've been throughout the year 
when working with each other and making these wonderful 


memories together, despite the challenging circumstances. 


We were extremely lucky to have the Caring support of parents 
to encourage Open-mindedness by recognising many different 
cultural events and celebrations. | have seen so much progress 
from these great kids and | truly wish them the best for Year 6. 


Looking forward to seeing shining stars in the future! 


zz | | innoventures 


YEAR 5B 


115 


116 


Asuper year of blended learning with some face to face days and some online. A year where anything was possible and the only 
limitations we had were the COVID protocols. We managed to make this a memorable year by making a model of the earth's 
layers, celebrating world book day, growing a plants and creating diorama of different habitats where we engaged our creativity, 
while keeping in line with the ‘new norm. 


Social distancing and individual tables did not stop you from being Inquirers, Principled and Reflectors, just your learning styles 
adapted and made you more tech friendly. You have not only enhanced your skills that will continue to aid you on your educational 
journey, but you did it with a smile 


Who knows that the future holds, but what | do know is how amazing each and everyone of you are and how well equipped 
you have become to face the challenges of next year. | wish you all the best in Year 6 and know how amazing you will be, as you 
continue your journey at DIA. It has been a pleasure to be your teacher this year and I look forward to seeing you around. 


“The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams." -Eleanor Roosevelt 
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Well 5D, what a year it has been. It has been a challenge for all of us in so many different ways. We have managed to stay socially 
distance (mostly!) we have learnt about Biomes, the Earth and watched all of Last kids on Earth! 


Congratulations to all each of you. You have all improved so much of the year. The only thing you need to work on in year 6 is 
staying in your seat! | look forward to hearing about all your adventures in year 6. | don't know how you stayed in your seat all 
day everyday! You wrote beautiful stories for me, drew wonderful pictures and made me laugh with your great sense of humor. 
Good luck with everything you do | life. You will all be amazing. 


Take care and keep learning! 


The best and most amazing teacher in the world 


Mr. Joe 
Name Nickname Name Nickname 
Hugo Elmo, Alba Irja The Favourite — | 
Zaid Special Agent Zaid Alex Romanian Calculator 
Talia Pepper Zara Hufflepuff, Zara Papara 
Phillip The Army Man Alice Peter Petterson! 
Aras Aras from Paras Raphael Danish Pastry, oh so tasty and oh so crumbly 
Mohammed | TheMainManMohammed | — Ameri ‘Ameri, Ameri quite contrary, how does your garden grow? 
| Emma Emma Fernandes Kiara Voldemort 
Ayaan The Bully! Joshua The Pokemon Master 
Medha Cheeks Maria Maria Maria, you've got to see her 
Mr. Joe Captain Amazing Noor Stroopwaffle 
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Well year 5E, what a year we have had. 


| have thoroughly enjoyed being your teacher this year. Even though it has not been under the best circumstances, we have 
laughed together every day. | am proud of all of you for working so hard and not ever giving up. 


Asa class, | have been told many times that you are a delight to teach and always show respect and kindness to all your teachers 
and to each other. | consider myself lucky that I got to teach you for most of the week. 


We have had a lot of fun, despite the many, many classrooms we have spent time in this year! From our (sometimes messy) 
science experiments, hiding the dinosaur from 6E, the hundreds of games of ‘everybody's it’ and just our everyday conversations. 


| will miss you a lot next year and hope that you have enjoyed being a part of SE as much as | have! Have a great year in year 6 
and... remember to UNMUTE! 


Jam so proud of you al. 


Ms. Francesca 
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What a fabulous year it's been! The journey wasn't easy but it sure was fun. From making the earth out of our own home-made 
playdough, the Minecraft collaborative fun, to being Responsible in learning about biomes and growing our own plants from 
scratch, From our online weeks and when some of returned to school, what super memories we have made! It's been a privilege 
tobe part of such an awesome class. 


As individuals, we have developed academically; we have been greatly 
surprised by so many interesting personalities, who are Risk-Takers, 
Knowledgeable and Thinkers. We have pushed ourselves towards 
achieving our goals and maintained being Open-Minded. Year 5 has 
been a long journey but what a wonderful opportunity it has been 
working with you all 


The caring students of 5F supported each other so much. We are sure 
you will shine next year like what you did this year in class. 


Congratulations to everyone who has worked so hard during this 
year, Read, enjoy, explore nature and thank you for being such a 
brilliant class! 


By: Viraj, Vritti, Yuvraj 
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What an interesting journey for 5G this year. It has been my 
pleasure to grow and work with such passionate students. Each 
as individuals, we entered a new journey together and throughout 
the year we developed ourselves academically, personally and 
socially. This year has certainly been another one to remember 
and | am so proud of how each and every one of 5G handled the 
challenges we have faced with such admirability. You have all kept 
me smiling! Such fascinating personalities, who are well Balanced, 
Knowledgeable and consistently Open-Minded. It has been such a 
privilege to be part of each individual journey of Year 5 and | know 
you will all be SUPERSTARS in Year 6! 


You're off to great places, today is your day, your mountain is 
waiting,..so get on your way! ~ Dr. Seuss 
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‘Wow this year has flown by so fast , it seems like it was just yesterday when we were meeting our teacher, Ms. Cherise. This year 
we learnt in a very creative and unique way, for example, when we learnt the layers of the earth, we made our own play dough 
structures as well as when we learnt about tsunamis and earthquakes we used sugar cubes and cardboard. Isn't that different? 
In math we learnt about fractions and how to multiply them whilst we were answering questions about a book called Parvanas' 
Journey, an interesting story about a girl in Afghanistan, fighting to survive. We have also been able to get our body moving with 
Just Dance. We also get 20 minutes extra playtime in which we get torun around and play on the tennis court. We can not believe 
that year 5 has gone so fast and we are moving up to be responsible, senior year 6's! We are very happy to have spent almost a 
year with this class and Ms. Cherise who is an amazing teacher, You know what they say, “enjoy the moment you are in ‘cause 
nothing lasts forever’. 


By: Alya Danisman, Vivienne Hansen, Benjamin Criel and Caleb Egbert ~ Year SH 
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What else can | call my 6 Awesome! 


Anuntraditional academic year indeed. Although this year has not been an easy one for all of us, I'm so proud of how you adapted 
to the newnorms and showed open mindedness and responsibility. 


In 6A this year, we have worked together as one big team inquiring, thinking, researching, and communicating in the best ways 
possible. | got to learn from each and every one of you and I've observed how you've grown in character and independence. 


| will miss your sparkling eyes while the masks covered the rest of your faces, chats, stories, and jokes. Thank you for giving me 
the best experience of being your teacher. You will stay AWESOME in Year 7 for sure. 


Ms. Aida 
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Simply the 6Best! 


The 2020 - 2021 academic year was a year likeno other! |am sure that we will all remember it for the rest of our lives. You arrived 
at the beginning of Year 6 unsure of what was to come. As your teacher, | was completely blown away by your perseverance, 
maturity and determination throughout this unprecedented year. Whether we were online or in school, youexcelled academically 
and holistically. This was due to your outstanding use of all PYP Elements, thus, allowing you to become a well-rounded global 
citizen. 


Asincere thank you to the contribution from all parents in 6B, You have contributed greatly to the success of your children and 
assisted their development throughout their learning journey this year. It would not have been possible without your support. 


Finally, | would like to wish everyone in 6B the best of luck during the next chapter of their learning journey, You can achieve 
anything you desire through commitment, hard-work and determination ~ just like you have shown this year. Enjoy every 
moment. The time spent in school is the best time of your life. 


Mr. Conor 
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What a wonderful and challenging year it has been! 


| feel so grateful to have been part of 6C’s learning journey, From the beginning of the year, | watched each child grow in 
independence and become well rounded individuals ready to face any challenge. 


6C students have learned how to inquire, make predictions, research and collaborate with various individuals in order to gain a 
deeper understanding of the world around them. 


A special thank you to the parents who have helped us throughout the year. Your continuous support was a vital factor to the 
progress the children have made. | am truly grateful for your time and efforts. 


| wish all of 6C the best of luck in the next phase of your school career. | know you will achieve whatever you set their mind to. 
You are an amazing group of young adults and | wish you happiness and success for the rest of your educational journey. 


“Be bold. Be courageous. Be your best self.” - Gabriella Giffords 


Ms. Karlien 
What a crazy year 6C! 


132 


se | | innoventures 


133 


aS 
YEAR 6D 


Loss setcabeses 


+ Wie , hs 


anes 2a omg. 8) Eg) 


Dearest 6D, 


What an amazing journey this has been, you were the first cohort to be in blended learning during a world pandemic. You have 
shown me what it means to be committed and open-minded in the best way you ever could. I love the way we became a family 
this year, built strong relationships which helped us get through the difficult times together. You mastered the art of face to face 
learning and online learning. You were open-minded and adapted to change every time our schedules and classrooms changed. 
You showed that you are all true PYP Learners by being caring towards one another. | will always remember how well you worked 
in groups, how dedicated you were and how you always had a smile on your face. Always believe in yourselves and the strengths 
you have, stay strong, stay safe and stay just the way you are. 


With all my love, 
Ms. Sally 
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My munchkins, 
Ihope you have made memories that will last a lifetime in 6E - your final year as primary students! 


Asa class, you have consistently amazed me with your adaptability, fun-loving nature and ability to take on challenges with a 
positive attitude, 


Your willingness to learn, the work you have done, your growth in character and the kindness with which you treat one another 
has made me so proud. 


| have full confidence that you will thrive in middle school, and | am already looking forward to the day when you come back to 
me to tell me how well you are doing. 


My penguin army will always have a special place in my heart! 
With love, 
Ms. Lyndsey 
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‘Wow 6F, what an intense year! 


It has been a roller-coaster from the start, spending the first half of the year online, getting to know each other through a 
computer screen and having the class roster change every week, to arriving back in school after winter break and being bounced 
around classrooms constantly, It has been a challenge to say the least, and you have approached it as Risk-takers and with an 
Open Mind, impressing me immensely. 


You adapted well to the constant use of technology, independence and isolation, the use of various platforms with information 
all over the place and group work through a screen. You have been patient, kind, considerate and supportive of each other and 
me, and it has been greatly appreciated. Also a big thank you to all the parents and the supportive role you have played in your 
children’s learning this year. 


We've had fun solving riddles and playing games online, inquiringinto 
interesting subjects, performing science experiments, presenting 
work online, reading stories and everything else, and | hope you 
are able to still look back on your last year of primary school with 
fondness, even with everything that was goingon in the world around 
you. 


Iwish you all the best for the next leg of your adventure! 


Mr. David 
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What an amazing final year in primary school this has been for 6G now that we can look back on the entire year. After the strange 
end to your time in year 5, where teachers and students spent so much time away from school at the end of the last academic 


» 5/ | & 
year, this year was like a breath of fresh air to be back in the classroom with our friends again. 


A 


I think we appreciated the little things that bit more this year like working in groups, playing outside with our friends, chatting 
and eating in the canteen and learning about new and interesting things along with our classmates. While this year of “blended 
learning’ will be a year we will never forget, | will never forget all the amazing times we had in 6G this year. We had so many 
laughs all along the way, | have really enjoyed my time teaching you and you have made this year a special one. 


We have such a range of personalities that all bring a certain piece of the puzzle to the class to make it whole. You have all 
shown your strengths and each and every one of you has developed into young, ‘ready to rock’ learners that are set for the new 
challenges ahead. With this different model of face-to-face and online learning throughout the year you have all shown how 
many aspects of the PYP that you possess. Through blending learning you showed you are risk-takers, open-minded, balanced, 
communicators, inquirers and so many more. 


This year you were navigators, making your way through maps and digital views of the world. You became scientists, testing the 
limits of experimentation. You were health care professionals that specialized in the many systems of human body. For those of 
you that loved history you became historians explaining to the rest of us the development of human civilizations. And finally, the 
all-important exhibition where everyone drew upon their entire PYP experience to showcase the best of DIA Primary. 


| would like to sincerely like to wish you all a wonderful, safe summer holiday. Use these experiences you have gained in DIA 
Primary, and especially this challenging year to drive you forward in your learning with confidence and the love of learning. The 
best of luck to you all and enjoy your learning, wherever you are in this world you go. 
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Wow what a year! It has been great to be back in the classroom even if things had to run a bit differently and it's a year I'm sure 
we will never forget! 


6H you have been fabulous! Thank you for adapting to the ‘New Norm’ so well and for coming to class each day (online or in 
person) with enthusiasm to learn and excitement to be with your peers! Thank you for coping with the constant masks and social 
distancing requests - | know it hasn't been easy! Finally Thank you for trying your best and staying motivated through what has 
beena very different school year. 

You have inquired, researched and presented with growing confidence and | am sure you will all achieve your hopes and dreams 
if you continue to work hard in life. Good luck with your journey into secondary and never forget your primary years! 

Student message 

This year has been great! So many fun activities, lessons and more. Even though it was fun, there were some challenges like, 
independent exhibition, and how things have changed due to the pandemic. We really loved being able to express ourselves 
and we took the responsibility to finish our work and make new friends. We are really going to miss the primary school and 
Ms. Natika, but we looking forward to graduating to year 7! 


Aimie, Electra and Jolie 
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Group work about analyze the story 6ABC. Group work using lread Arabic app) 6 DEH. 


Group work to discuss and find the meaning of the words 5ABC. 


Year 5ABC using Nearpod app in the class. Ramadan Lantern SABC. 
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Y6 students are learning about different jobs such as the chef doing different food recipes in the class as well 
as the distance learning students 


Y5 doing lantern using coulring papers 
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Yr 2D celebrated Mother day by doing cards 


we | 4 
Yr 2D celebrated National day and wrote about UAE 
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To our Islamic Community, 


This year has no doubt been a challenge for us all. We have been blessed to find continued ways to continue our 
leaning journey with full confidence, with student progress at the center. Although, we could not make many 
things possible this year as planned we have with the help of ‘Almighty Allah’ and strong support from DIA 
Emirates Hills management been able to maintain our high teaching and learning standards and the students 
exposure to the Islamic culture. 


This years journery within the Islamic Department has included a focused effort on the learning/memorizing 
verses of Holy Quran. We are delighted to say that alhamdulilla, our students have made excellent progress in 
is area of the curriculm. Alongisde this we have been able to hold a number of smaller events by observing all 
covid protocols. 


Holy Quran 2020-2021 competition was held and students prticipated enthusiastically. 

2. Celebrations of Prophet Muhammad pbuh''s birthday were organised by making calligraphy art and 
small quiz competitions within classrooms 

3. Helping videos and online quiz and competitions helped to celebrate and learn about Al Isra wal Mir’aj 
in wide range 

4, Islamic students always love to show case their extra ordinary work at the time of welcoming the 
Holy Monthof Ramadan. Students are excited to exibit their work at the beginnig of Ramadan. Islamic 
Students exibition will take place in the month of Ramadan. 


We can not thank you the parents for your wonderful support as always for the Islamic department. We are 


eager to make DIA Emirates Hills a distiguished institue in terms of further promotion of the Islamic values, 
great ethics and values which make the world a more peaceful place. 


Regards, 


Primary School Islamic Department 
Ms. Asmat Jabeen 
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PS ART 


Visual Arts has been incorporated in the school curriculum with the 
intention to provide a modern platform for individual expression. The 
arts encourage an in-depth understanding of self and a greater sense 
of confidence among students. Art also introduces students to varied 
avenues of self-expression and allows them to explore and express their 
thoughts in creative ways. 


2020-2021 has been a challenging year as everyone involved had to 


adapt instantly and to stay on point a different art setup provided 
students with a wide range of opportunities to interpret art, share ideas 
and form opinions through alternative mediums. They had the opportunity to use visual information for a variety of 
purposes, develop their critical thinking skills and work on a number of creative art projects. 


Students were introduced to famous artists such as Reggie Laurent, Robin Mead, Pablo Picasso, Kandinsky and 
Salvador Dali. Different Art civilizations in history were also introduced to provide a canvas to their understanding 
of the movements through the years. 


This year Visual Art emphasized on an Open minded approach in order for students to understand their own 
culture through the lens of the wider world by engaging them in interesting Art activities. Students expressed 
themselves confidently and creatively in many ways, collaborated effectively, along with listening carefully to the 
perspectives of other individuals and groups making them the perfect Communicators. Students enjoyed being 
Risk-takers and learnt to apply different art techniques and mediums. 


The year proved to be very exciting and informative as we celebrated achievements, reflected on learning 
experiences through demonstration of varied simple and complex skills. 
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PS DANCE 


Creativity in DIA Primary Dance Education 
Moving beyond assumption 


“To dance is to be out of yourself. Larger, more JJ 
beautiful, more powerful... This is power, it is 
glory on earth and it is yours for the taking” 


As an art, dance is a conduit of expression 
and communication. At Dubai International 
Academy every student learns how to express 
themselves through body motion while 
developing many skills. Students in all grades 
starting from Year 1 to 6 explore the diversity 
of the dance world through learning various 
dance styles, techniques, and genres. 


Students also learn about the history and 
context of eachstyle, genre-specific terminology 
and skills, viewing and critiquing the aesthetics of dance, and creating and performing works in each genre. 


All of these elements culminate opportunities for students to develop important social and emotional skills with an 
appreciation for arts. 
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DANISH MOTHER TONGUE 


DANISH MT YEARBOOK ENTRY 2020/21 
The school year 2020/21 will certainly be remembered by all students and teachers! 


For the Danish Mother Tongue Programme 
at DIA, the global pandemic meant a switch 
from traditional face-to-face learning in 
our dedicated classroom to fully embracing 


Se Danesfiimen om Ungdomsiv i Danmark 


| filmen har vi fulgt Viggo og Selma fra de stir op til de gir seng pd en helt 


online language learning. Our teachers have almindelig hverdag. 

successfully changed their planning and 

delivery of our rigorous Danish language Hus du tyler dette thon under nen Fan du sev ve, ven 
immersion programme by deploying new oplosning du vil se flmen i Har du it ustablintemetforbindese, kan det hiipe 


at se filmen i en av oplosning. 


ways of teaching to engage our students in 
an online setting. Both students and teachers 
have shown a great deal of patience, humor and 
perseverance through this very different year! 


Students and teachers are developing many 
new skills together, as well as a deeper 
understanding and appreciation of why learning 
in school is so important. We also appreciate 
each other and our Danish community, which 
thankfully remains the same in this ever- 
changing environment. 


Du skal besvare opgave 1, og bagefter mi du selv valge, om du vil esvare opgave 2 
lier 3 


The Danish Mother Tongue Programme 1. Hvad kunne du godt fide ved filmen om Selma og Viggo. Nawvn mindst 2 ting 
continues to follow the national standard and 

guideline, “Faelles Mal for Dansk”, set by the Danish Ministry of Education. Our ultimate objective is to enable our 
students to present themselves for the diploma of "9. Klasses Afgangseksamen” in Danish. 


Danish students from Year 1 through to Year 11 are taught comprehensive language acquisition skills, alongside 
a varied culture and literature programme to ensure that our children are not only speaking, reading and writing 
in their mother tongue, but also building a foundation for understanding and engaging with cultural practices, 
history and traditions, colloquialism, humor and much more. 


In Secondary School, we have used the learning materials from Danes Worldwide this year, as it has the advantage 
of familiarizing our students with content that is aligned with the standards and levels required in preparation for “9. 
Klasses Afgangseksamen”. The exam itself is conducted as part of the Danes Worldwide Summer School in Denmark. 


For the first time in our existence, Danish at DIA is also able to offer our DP-students in Year 12 and Year 13 
Danish as an option for their Language B High Level. 


This is of great importance to our DP-students and their parents because it presents a unique academic opportunity 
for the students to keep up with their fellow peers in Denmark in terms of the Danish language, Danish culture 
and the knowledge of current affairs in the Danish society, which makes the process of a potential transition to a 
Higher Education Institution in Denmark run a lot smoother. 


This year, we were unfortunately unable to invite our Danish KG1 and KG2 students for a weekly Play Group 
after school, due to the current constraints and regulations on group gatherings. We hope to be able to offer Play 
Group next school year, in order to support the language development of our youngest students. 


For further information on the Danish Mother Tongue Programme, please contact: bestyrelsen@danskpaadia.com 
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FRENCH MOTHER TONGUE 


Curriculum and organization 


The non-profitable French Association of DIA 
- FADIA - gathers the French native speakers’ 
community of DIA, FADIA is in charge of the 
administration, recruitment and organization of the 
lessons. 


Our program is run from Y1 to Y11 included within 
the school timetable and KG2 as an afterschool. 


In Y1, our students follow the French national 
curriculum that allows them to develop their 
language skills and motricity. They also learn the 
basis of the reading and writing thought “La Planéte 
des Alphas” method which is a fun and interactive 
French method recognized by UNESCO. 

From Y2 to Y10, the students follow the French 
National Curriculum accordingly to their year group 
level, We follow the CNED program that is the 
French national home schooling system accredited 
per the French Authorities. On a voluntary basis, 
the students can register to the CNED and get an 


attestation of level at the end of the year. 

In Y11, the students are prepared to the DELF B2 diploma. 
This diploma is required to register in most of the French 
speaking universities. The registration to the exam is also 
ona volunteer basis. 


Fun and Culture 

On addition to the language national curriculum objectives, 
we also include cultural aspects in the lessons. A special 
focus is done on the literature. The students attending to 
primary school all participate to a reading challenge. 
Thanks to volunteer parents, the students were proud to 
produce a show during international day. 


Our goal 

On addition to the educational aspects, our initiative 
allows our children to socialize and help them to feel even 
more at home in DIA’s cosmopolitan environment. 


PS DUTCH Mother Tongue 


LanguageOne 


We are proud of our Dutch Students who throughout 
the year combines contemporary research into mother 
tongue development, with the IB philosophy, and 
home country standards. In the classes, meaningful 
communication is put at the heart of learning. Through 
active presentations, conversations, and the reading and 
writing of texts, learners use all of their language ability 
and strategies actively, and explore the rich Dutch and 


Belgian culture, 


LanguageOne provides and develops mother tongue 


SPREEKT 
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DUTCH MOTHER TONGUE 


education in the belief that it is vital for children to 
develop their mother tongue alongside the school 
language. Continuing to use and develop in the mother 


tongue has several benefits: 

« it helps the child value its culture and heritage, which 
contributes to a positive self-concept; 

© language proficiency is an important variable for 
school success; 

« it strengthens the foundation for language learning in 
a broader sense; 

it allows for a smooth return to education in the 
country of origin; 

* it allows for better communication and a closer bond 
with family and friends in country of origin 


SS DUTCH LANGUAGE & LITERATURE 


In the Dutch language & literature program, students 
explore the many aspects of the Dutch and Flemish 
language, literature, and culture. Through literary and 
non-literary texts, students develop their language 
skills, and prepare to take Dutch as one of their subjects 
in the IB Diploma Program. With Dutch as a subject in 
their IB DP, learners are perfectly prepared for higher 
education in The Netherlands and Belgium. 


) NEDERLANDS 
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ITALIAN MOTHER TONGUE 


The Italian mother tongue classes have been running at DIA as 
part of the school curriculum since 2015. 


It is offered in Primary, Secondary and as self-taught for DP 
students. 


In our classes, we follow the national curriculum and guidelines, 
providing our pupils with books currently in use in the Italian 
school system. 


We believe in the importance for children living abroad to 
maintain their native language but to know as well their home 
country traditions, customs and habits. Hence every year we 
organize shows and events to provide a full cultural experience. 


Italian classes are quite small in number. This helps the child to be 
more concentrate, productive and get a tailor-made lesson. 


To access the mother tongue program, students need to have a 
basic level of speaking and understanding Italian. All new students 
will be assessed to evaluate their language level. 
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GERMAN MOTHER TONGUE 


German @ DIA 


German mother tongue classes at DIA have been 
taking place since 2008/2009. 


Children with a German mother tongue 
background are welcome to join this paid activity, 
which is organised as part of the normal school 
day. The mother tongue classes are taught in year 
groups (Year 1 up to Year 11), allowing children 
of the same age from different classes to develop 
their home language together. Through the use 
of German text books and the incorporation 
of the UO! topics, the students will deepen and 
expand their German vocabulary, their reading 
and writing ability and simulate the use of these 
skills in everyday situations. 


Deutsch @ DIA 


Das Angebot ‘Deutsch fiir Muttersprachler’ an der DIA wird seit dem Schuljahr 2008/2009 von einer Elterninitiative 
mit Unterstiitzung der Schule organisiert. Alle Kinder mit einem deutschsprachigen Hintergrund und sehr guten 
Deutschkenntnissen kénnen gegen eine zusatzliche Gebiihr daran teilnehmen. 


Der Unterricht, der in den Stundenplan der Kinder integriert ist, wird durch qualifizierte Lehrkrafte jahrgangsweise 
durchgefiihrt und umfasst Year 1 bis Year 11. 


Anhand deutscher Schulmaterialien konnen die Kinder den miindlichen und schriftlichen Sprachgebrauch festigen 
und themen- und handlungsorientiert anwenden. 
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SPANISH MOTHER TONGUE 


Yearbook 2020/21 


Este nuevo curso ha vuelto a suponer un reto importante para alumnos, padres y profesores. Lo principal ha sido 
seguir estando sanos y para prevenir y favorecer esto nuestras clases de espajiol durante este curso empezaron 
siendo online. A final de curso hemos podido retomar nuestras clases presenciales en el colegio y esperamos que 
sea un buen augurio para el préximo curso. 


Es una alegria para nosotras, como profesoras, ver como nuestros alumnos van mejorando en su aprendizaje del 
espafiol y cada curso su expresién, su comprensién y su conocimiento del idioma y nuestra cultura va mejorando. 
En nuestras clases de lengua materna los alumnos no sélo aprenden el idioma espafol, aprenden sobre nuestra 
cultura, sobre literatura y muchisimas cosas mas que les ayudan a desenvolverse en su dia a dia. Debemos ponerles 
en situaciones que vivirian en nuestro pais para que puedan ampliar su vocabulario y conocimiento. 


Este curso hemos focalizado mucho en la lectura. Desde principio de curso se establecié el objetivo de realizar 
una lectura semanal de un capitulo de un libro escogido, leyendo todos el mismo, para poder luego compartir 
en clase un momento de didlogo, responder preguntas, realizar un breve resumen escrito y/o oral de la lectura 
y, de esta manera, comprobar y mejorar su nivel de comprensién de los textos, aprender vocabulario que no 
aparecen en los libros de texto y ponerles en situaciones diarias que podrian vivir en cualquier momento o lugar. 


Aprender espafiol no es solo aprender un idioma, hay costumbres, tradiciones y expresiones que el alumno 
debe conocer. Este afio hemos hablado sobre la Navidad y los Reyes Magos, las Fallas, San Valentin, la Feria de 
Abril, el dia del padre o de la madre, Carnaval... Hay muchas bonitas y fabulosas fiestas que los hispanohablantes 
celebramos alrededor del mundo en muchos paises. Ensefiarlas a los alumnos les enriquece culturalmente. Nos 
gustaria involucrar mas a las familias en este tema, Esperamos que el afio préximo podamos celebrar juntos 
muchas de estas fiestas. 


Seguimos adelante con el compromiso de ensefar a nuestros alumnos no solo el idioma espanol, también 
nuestra cultura, emociones y conocimientos generales que les ayuden a ser mas felices y enfrentarse a los retos 


cotidianos. 
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Yearbook 2020/21 


This new course has once again been a major 
challenge for students, parents and teachers. 


A corufia 


The main thing has been to continue being healthy 
and to prevent and promote this our Spanish 


classes during this course started being online. At Por: Samir 
the end of the year, we were able to resume our face- 
to-face classes at school and we hope it bodes well 
for the next year. 


Itis a joy for us, as teachers, to see how our students 
are improving in their learning of Spanish 


and each year their expression, understanding and 
knowledge of the language and our culture improves. 
In our mother tongue classes, students not only 
learn the Spanish language, they learn about our 
culture, about literature and many other things that 
help them to function in their day-to-day lives. We must put them in situations they would live in our country so that 
they can expand their vocabulary and knowledge. 


This course we have focused a lot on reading, From the beginning of the course, the objective of carrying out 
a weekly reading of a chapter of a chosen book was established, reading all the same, in order to later share a 
moment of dialogue in class, answer questions, make a brief written and / or oral summary of reading and, in this 
way, check and improve their level of understanding of texts, learn vocabulary that do not appear in textbooks 
and put them in daily situations that could live at any time or place. 


a 


Learning Spanish is not just learning a language, 


there are customs, traditions and expressions 
that the student must know. This year we have 
talked about Christmas and the Three Wise 
Kings, Fallas, Valentine's Day, Feria de Abril, 
Father's or Mother's Day, Carnival ...There are 
many beautiful and fabulous parties that Spanish 
speakers celebrate around the world in many 
countries. Teaching these to students will enrich 
them culturally. We would like to involve families 
more in this matter. We hope that next year we 
can celebrate most of these parties 


together. 


We continue with the commitment to teach our 
students not only the Spanish language, but also 


our culture, emotions and general knowledge that 
help them to be happier and face daily 
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SWEDISH MOTHER TONGUE 


The teaching of Swedish Mother Tongue at DIA aims 
to ensure that students maintain and develop such 
knowledge in and about the Swedish language that it 
enables students to stay in Sweden for a period of time. 
Through teaching, students are given the opportunity 
to develop their spoken and written language so that 
they become active bilingual or multilingual, and gain 
confidence in their language ability and can express 
themselves in different contexts and for different 
purposes. 


Teaching help the students conquer knowledge 
of the structure of the Swedish language. It also 
stimulates students’ interest i speaking, reading and 
writing in Swedish. Classes also help students develop 
knowledge of how to formulate their own opinions and 
thoughts in different kinds of texts. Additionally, they 
are encouraged to express themselves through other 
aesthetic expressions and classes provide students 
with conditions to developing their cultural identity. 


The teaching of mother tongue does in summary, give 
students the conditions to develop their ability to: 


* formulate and communicate in speech and writing, 


* adapt the language to different purposes, recipients 
and contexts; 


* distinguish linguistic structures and follow linguistic 
norms; 


* read and analyze fiction and other texts for various 
purposes; and 


* reflect on traditions, cultural phenomena as well 
as natural and social issues in Sweden based on 
comparisons with conditions in other countries. 


The school year of 2010/2021 was a challenging year 
for the mother tongue program. Due to the Covid-19 
pandemic and federal regulations, we had to do all 
Swedish lessons online and were not allowed to meet 
face to face at all during the whole year. We naturally 
faced numerous challenges along the way (not least 
technical ones) but we managed as best as we could 
and made it work. 


Our usual celebrations and events for the Swedish 
community were not allowed to take place as normal. 
But sometimes we were able to move them online. 
The Swedish tradition of Lucia, which is a beautiful 
celebration taking place in December, we did over 
Zoom, and the same for the graduation ceremony end 
of term. We also offered students and parents webinars 
related to being bilingual and learning Swedish as a 
second language, and higher education in Sweden, just 
to mention a few. 
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Sail I | innoventures 


UAE MARS LANDING CELEBRATION 


173 


WORLD BOOK DAY 


ae 


WOR! 


LD BOOK DAY 


ia I | innoventures 


5 DAYS OF FESTIVE FUN 
2 


176 


ES NEE Hl) overs 


5 DAYS OF FESTIVE FUN 


177 


DIA STUDENTS DELIVER BRILLIANT IB RESULTS: 
FIVE STUDENTS ATTAIN A PERFECT 45, 100% PASS RATE 


* Vast majority of students perform well above global and national averages 
¢ DIA, Emirates Hills cohort secured 110 scholarships amounting to over US $6.3 million 


The 2021 IB Diploma Programme results have once again demonstrated the academic prowess of Innoventures Education 
schools, establishing them as the UAE’s top-ranked IB schools. Five students from Dubai International Academy (DIA), 
Emirates Hills - Mantika Harish, Aryan Gulati, Arnav Agarwal, Maansi Suri and Isha Reddy achieved the coveted maximum 45 
points ~ a feat achieved by less than 0.5% of students worldwide. Mantika will read Chemistry at The University of Oxford, 
UK, Aryan will study Computer Science at The University of Southern California, Arnav will study Economics at University of 
Chicago, and Maansi will study Mechanical Engineering at University of Toronto. 


Avisibly delighted Poonam Bhojani, CEO, Innoventures Education said: “This year’s IBDP results are a resounding validation 
of the hard work, resilience and talent of our students, teachers and the Innoventures community. The results testify to our 
vision of providing holistic, world-class education that is inclusive and inspires our students to achieve.” 


The vast majority of students at Innoventures Education schools performed well above the UAE average of 35.89 points and 
global average of 32.99 this year. With the largest graduating cohort of the Innoventures Education schools, DIA, Emirate 
Hills performed brilliantly: 48% of students attained a 40+ points; 63% of students achieved a 38+ score and 100% of Emirati 
students attained a 39+ score. 


With average points of 39, DIA, Emirates Hills students were able to secure places at top ranking universities, including 
Oxford University, Columbia University, UPenn, University of California - Berkley, University of Michigan Ann Arbor, Georgia 
Tech, John Hopkins University, Imperial College, Kings College, University College London, London School of Economics, 
Erasmus University, University of Toronto, University of British Colombia, McGill University, New York University, Abu 
Dhabi, University of Melbourne, Hong Kong University and University of Amsterdam and IE in Spain. The cohort secured an 
impressive net worth of scholarships to the amount of US $6,327,539. 


Jayne Needham - Principal, DIA Emirates Hills said: “The results reflect the nature of this resilient and amazing cohort. We 
are proud of their achievements and congratulate them on their results. They are part of our DIA family and we look forward 
to hearing of their future successes, Congratulations class of 2021.” 


Hitesh Bhagat ~ Head of Secondary School DIA, Emirates Hills said: “Congratulations to our students and teachers on their 
excellent success. | had complete faith in this cohort to come out with flying colors. They have been true ambassadors of our 
school motto: Dream, inspire, achieve.” 


Pam Parasram, Deputy Head /Diploma Coordinator, DIA Emirates Hills commented: “Congratulations to our students who 
persevered and never gave up. | am extremely proud of their achievements and wish them good luck onward towards the next 
chapter.” 
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Dusal INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY 
EMIRATES HILLS 


Congratulations to our students for their 
outstanding achievements in the IB 
Programme. 


Isha Maansi Mantika 
Agarwal Gulati Reddy Suri Harish 


Perfect Score of 45/45 


IB RESULTS 2021 


Congratulations to our students for their 


outstanding achievements in the IB 


Kc 


Perfect score of 45: 110 scholarships 39 Average total 
5 students worth US $6.4 million points 
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MESSAGE FROM 
THE HEAD OF 
SECONDARY SCHOOL 


It is with great pride that | take this opportunity to address 
the DIA community. We are in the middle of facing a myriad 
of defining moments as different challenges confront us 
simultaneously; COVID continues to spread through the world 
and uncertainty surrounds our economic recovery. Now more 
than ever, we must work together to usher the youth of our 
community through it all. Itis now time to listen and learn and 
come together to remember the common ground we share 
with humanity with our neighbors locally, our fellow Wolves, 
and people in other places around the world. 


Our student’s growth and maturity over this year has been 
professionally fulfilling to observe. The students embraced 
Mr. Hitesh Bhagat all that school had to offer, discovered their passions and 
positively impacted those around them. They have proved 
how adaptable they can be when faced with challenges and 
barriers! In 2020-21, we learned what it is to be locked down, locked out, bubbled, hand sanitised, isolated, socially distanced, 
masked, traced, and tested. We found ways to unite and work together. With technology and creativity, we were able to maintain 
our sense of community. Students found ways to connect, have fun, be supportive, while continuing to access education. How we 
respond to life's challenges makes us stronger and builds our confidence. Despite everything I can confidently say that 2020-21 
has been a successful year. 


‘As you, our Class of 2021, prepare for a journey to a destination, carefully gather your essentials; tools to face challenges ahead 
and memories you hold dear, characterizes our DIA community perfectly. The world and humanity will continue to change at 
an even more rapid rate moving forward. Inevitably you will experience more disappointment and challenges, it is a part of life, 
however, it is our reaction to disappointment and challenge that determines the outcome and defines who we are. Therefore, 
implore you to take the tools of adaptability and perseverance that you have learned so well at Dubai International Academy 
with you to find success in your future pursuits. 


Please know that we are on this journey together and that getting to this point has been tedious (at best) and that all of us want a 
return tonormalcy. We simply are not there, yet. We have the will, we have the capacity, and we have aplan for the coming times. 
Our students and staff are at the forefront of every decision, safety is a priority, and the overarching goal is to host in-person 
instruction during the coming school year. Variables will change from one day to the next, and we will respond accordingly. 


Thank you for another wonderful and productive school year. | can't thank everyone, especially our staff, enough for your 
endless hours of teaching, planning, volunteering, chaperoning, reading, organizing, donating and doing whatever was necessary 
tosupport students—both at home and at school. Special thanks to our PADIA who, as usual, went above and beyond the call of 
duty to provide whatever was necessary to add to our students’ already rich school experience. That experience could not occur 
without the endless energy, skills and devotion of the school support staff. Thank you, and welll done to an incredible group of 
professionals. 


There is no perfect solution to what we currently face, but together, as Wolves, we will get through this. Stay strong. Stay safe. 
Help others. Stay connected. 


Go Wolves! 


Mr. Hitesh Bhagat 
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MESSAGE FROM 
THE DEPUTY HEAD 
PASTORAL 


As we look back on the academic year of 2020-21, we can 
recognise that it has been unquestionably a year like no other. 
The circumstances of the pandemic have meant that we have 
had to engage with students in a way which has been both 
challenging and with extreme conscientiousness in regard to 
their safety and that of our community. We have taken this 
on in the spirit that been a hallmark of the school since its 
inception, 


Though the usual personal and social school context was 
never going tobe the same during these times, | still would like 
tosay that the resilience of our students, staff and community 
shone through. Truly, each and every day ~ though masked- 
Mr. Robert Jennings up and distanced - there was humour and sociability through 
the course of students’ learning opportunities along the way. 
There were small and large acts of benevolence, kindness 
and appreciation for each other, giving us hope along the way. We were able to welcome our new students in ways which were 
different form other years but nevertheless made them part of the DIA community from their first day. 


In time when things return to some semblance of normality and the pandemic becomes a memory, what the children and all of us 
will carry are the lessons of resilience and community, and how we got through this together by knowing when to support others 
and, just as importantly, knowing when lean into any support we are fortunate to be granted. These are immense and deeply 
human lessons. 


| would also like to thank my colleagues, especially the individual Heads of Year, for their immense support for the wellbeing of 
our students over the year. Though extremely challenging in these circumstances, they were leading our students every day in 
their new found knowledge and growth. 


| wish you all safe, relaxing and knowledge-filled days as we lead up to the end of this academic year. 


Yours sincerely, 


Mr. Robert Jennings 
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MESSAGE FROM 
DEPUTY HEAD OF 
SECONDARY SCHOOL 
AND 

DP COORDINATOR 


We started yet another challenging academic year, 
September 2020, with the Covid pandemic still with us. Again, 
we have pulled together as a great and formidable team of 
students, parents, and staff which built our resilience and 
determination to overcome and survive the challenge. It has 
been a honour to work alongside our dedicated and passionate 
staff who have shown great perseverance no matter what 


Ms. Pam Parasram 


came our way. Thank you for your diligence and support to 
ensure that our students got the very best every day. 


Our Class of 2021 excelled in standing tall and facing every trial that came their way. Much of my motivation came from seeing 
them continue to remain resilient and forge ahead with determination to complete this academic year. This was evident through 
their commitment towards their studies and ensuring that they carried out their various roles and responsibilities as prefect, 
house captain, DIAMUN chairs and delegates, and DIA sports representatives, amongst a million other things only an IB student 
can command so well. 


We are confident that the rigour of the demanding Diploma and Careers-related Programmes has prepared you well and we are 
truly proud to be sending off a very multi-talented and inspirational group of students out into the world. DIA will always carry 
many memories for you and remain a place to call your home. 


Iwish you the best as you journey onto your next phase of life. 


Ms, Pam Parasram 


Mr. Robert Bunyan 


MESSAGE FROM 
CP COORDINATOR 


‘As we reach the end of another academic year in such strange 
circumstances, itis easy to forget how much we have achieved 
during this pandemic, as a school community. Despite all the 
challenges, DIA has remained open from the very first day of 
the school year and we have successfully completed our CP 
Core, our IB Diploma subjects and our BTEC Business courses. 
We have remained resilient on our goal of providing the same 
level of education despite the obstacles Covid-19 has brought. 


This year we will have our 2nd IBCP graduating cohort. 
Launched at DIA in 2018 the Career-related Programme or 
CP as it is more commonly known is the 4th and final part of 
the full 1B curriculum. Developed specifically for students 
who wish to engage in career-related learning while gaining 
transferable and lifelong skills, it offers an alternative pathway 
to the IB Diploma (DP) for students who already know their 


career goals. CP students undertake three IB subjects, a main area of study which is the BTEC Business Diploma and undertake 
the IBCP core areas of Language Development, Professional Skills, Service Learning and a Reflective Project. 


Our second delivery of the course has been a success through some very difficult circumstances, through a combination of 
Distance Learning and Face-to-Face classes but in the end we have accomplished what we set out to do - provide an alternative 
pathway to University. This year’s graduating cohort will go on to study at Universities in the USA, the UAE, South Africa and 
Spain. One of our students has been able to combine Film studies with a Business undergraduate degree and another will 
undertake a mixture of performing Arts with a minor in Business, Other students have chosen to study International Business, 


Hospitality and Sports Management. 


lam very proud of the CP class of 2020 who have managed to complete all the demands of the programme despite the very difficult 
circumstances that COVID 19 has imposed on their school and personal lives. Soon they will be studying at Universities all over the 
world, They will be remembered as ambassadors of the CP programme at DIA. | wish them every success in the future. 


Mr. Robert Bunyan 
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Ms. Michelle Puxty 


MESSAGE FROM THE 
DEPUTY HEAD OF 
SECONDARY SCHOOL 
- ACADEMIC 


Itis an absolute pleasure to write in our year book and reflect 
on this year. And what a year it has been! As students, | have 
been humbled by your resilience and adaptability during this 
unusual year. This new protocols and safety measures have 
provided a real challenge; however, you and our amazing 
teachers rose to this with such determination and positivity. 
This came as no surprise, as you embody the IB Learner Profile 
attributes, showing me what risk-takers you are. 


Your ambition and determination are what makes DIA such 
a unique environment and special place to study. Along with 
the hard work and care that comes from our special staff body 


who constantly strive to improve their practice to offer the best learning experiences for you. 


Aspecial mention to the Year 11 cohort. | have been really impressed by your determination and grit in the run up to the final 


IB e-Assessments. The uncertainly surrounding the examinations has not stopped you working hard and trying your best. This 


preparation will put you in the best possible position as you move into the final stage of your IB journey and into Year 12. 


I want to take this opportunity to express my thanks to the parents and the whole school community for pulling together. As a 


mother myself, | understand the difficulties of trying to juggle work and online learning with my own children. Your support for 


the school has been unwavering during this time and your understanding when circumstances led to the school moving to online 


learning has been humbling. 


Ms. Michelle Puxty 


Ms. Susan McMechan 


MESSAGE FROM THE 
ASSISTANT HEAD 
ACADEMIC 

(YEARS 9-7) 


As | write these reflections, there is a familiar buzz of energy 
and anticipation in the corridor outside the MYP Office as our 
DP2 students wait to go into their final mock examinations, 
reminding me just how remarkable and resilient everyone in 
our school community has been this academic year, despite 
the challenges we have faced. 


It is very rewarding to watch the current Year 7s learn and 
growinto confident, well-established DIA Secondary students, 
supported by their subject teachers and, in particular, a caring 
and compassionate homeroom team led by Mrs. Yolaine Siko. 
For our Year 8 and Year 9 students, they have adapted well to 


some very different routines this year: blended learning, of course, plus having to stay in year level corridors and letting their 
teachers come to them! Whilst these necessary changes have meant that there has been limited opportunity for collective or 
larger-scale events, there have still been many highlights including: the Walkathon; the DIA Spirit week (which saw plenty of 


involvement and creativity from our Lower Secondary students, in particular); March into Literature month; winter performances 


by Music and Drama students; and several competitions. 


The positive outlook and constructive ways in which our students have continued to embrace educational challenges this 


year illustrates the developing confidence and assuredness which the IB curriculum helps to promote. | would like to take 
this opportunity to give a metaphoric (and therefore the ultimate socially distanced) pat on the back for everything they have 
achieved this year, no matter how big or small they feel it is. ! would also like to wish our Year 9 students the very best as they 
make their transition to the final phase of their MYP experience and hope you each make it the success it can be. 


Have a safe and enjoyable summer holiday and | look forward to seeing everyone again in the new school year. 


Ms. Susan McMechan 
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MESSAGE FROM THE 
ASSISTANT HEAD 
YEARS 11& 10 

MYP COORDINATOR 


With previous experience of onscreen exams and the use of 
our digital platforms, students quickly grasped the new digital 
era in September. This transition has been accelerated of late 
but our MYP students have had an exceptional advantage due 
tothe skills and techniques they have learned within the MYP. 


{have also seen many examples where our students have even 
taken learning beyond the classroom through your service 
activities especially within the Year 9 Community Project and 
Year 11 Personal Project respectively. It is evident that the 
Mr. Sean Kelly IB Learner Profile has truly become part of your character 
and | believe this is one of the many qualities that makes DIA 


students among the best students in the world. 


Grit, focus, perseverance and a strong sense of determination are soft skills which is not taught in the text-book. These are 
part ofa growth mindset, a key educational philosophy that encourages students to welcome opportunities for assessment, not 
because it is a test, but rather it is a reflection opportunity. The assessment allows you to learn, and further understand, what 
you do know and what area needs further improvement. | implore our MYP students to embrace this growth mindset to look 
at the positives in any given circumstance. There are always aspects out of our control, but with the right attitude and a growth 
mindset, you can achieve anything! 


Ileave you with a powerful quote that summarise the above argument. 


‘Success consists of going from failure to failure without loss of enthusiasm. 


Sir Winston Churchill 


Stay safe and | look forward to welcoming you all back to school in the new academic year. 


Mr. Sean Kelly 
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Eduplan 


Get all your resources under 
one roof! We have partnered 
with suppliers from the UK & 


USA to get you the best. 


Surf our website 
www.eduplaninternational.co 
m to see all our international 
resources overlooking science. 
art, music, maths, sports, 


SEN. and many more! 


Also check out 
www.eduplanuae.com lo see 


our stocked resources! 


Call us to learn about the new 
MAP System. MAPS stands for 
Multi-level Approved 


Purchasing System that 


facilitates easy school ordering 


through every level! 


sales@cduplanuae.ae 
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SECONDARY SCHOOL ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 


Gosh! What an unprecedented and bizarre year it has been! Nevertheless, our English lessons have still always been fun...right?! 
We switched paper and pencil to OneNote, we converted group activities to MS TEAMS Break Out Rooms and we shifted many 
reading, listening and writing strategies online. Don't forget, we also made opportunities to play literacy games, go for walks, 
watch videos and create memes. We conquered hybrid lessons and drove English into anew millennium. 


Some of the highlights this year include: 


The launch of our English E-Newsletter called The Explorer. This was a great way to exclusively share an insight into some of the 
teaching and learning taking place in English lessons. We wanted to give access to parents and students of student work, teachers 
inaction, English related quotes, video links, pictures and announcements of winners of our Monthly Writing Competitions. We 
had some brilliant entries that were passionate, creative and perceptive. This amazing journey could not have been compiled if 
it wasn't for you, the students. 

Another highlight was the Writers Worth a Thousand Conversations where we had students discuss their very own published 
works with the rest of the school and on social media. How lucky we are to have such gifted, talented and inspiring individuals. 
Furthermore, English wouldn't be complete without celebrating World Book Day! We chose the theme of ‘famous villains’ and 
you all delivered. It was a pleasure to witness so many of you dressed up as evil characters; such fantastic efforts that brought 
colour and excitement to the corridors! 

Similarly, for Reading Month in March, students were engaged in all sorts of reading activities such as reading graphic texts, 
online newspaper articles, opinion columns, poems, blogs... any texts to enhance reading and writing skills. 

We hope that you have a lot to take away with you from your English lessons. We hope that you enjoyed them! Your skills in 
comprehending reading materials, using correct spelling, punctuation and grammar and applying knowledge to your own 
writing, whether it be creative or formal, are skills that you have developed for life. Thank you to all DIA students for engaging 
themselves in lessons and producing great work. A\lso, thank you to all the English teachers for taking you through thick and thin 
throughout this academic year. 


Until next year, best wishes! 


Nagina Chaudry, 
Second in English 
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SECONDARY SCHOOL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 


What an amazing year it has been for us in Science. Unfortunately, all our whole school and inter school Science events had to be 
cancelled due to COVID; however, that didn’t stop us from continuing to develop our lab skills...... albeit in a safe and controlled 
environment. 

Ifwe consider the fact that itis Science that is saving the world at the moment, then clearly, we all have something to be proud of. 


Biology helps in identifying the strains of the virus. 

Chemistry produces the chemicals that protect us from it 

Physics enables the big inventions: respirators; artificial lungs; as well as the all-knowing electron microscope. 

These important leaps in the favour of mankind begin in our laboratories in school. 

Students have displayed the greatest profile attributes, including being inquirers, being knowledgeable and being risk takers too. 


Physics has seen an exciting year through the whole of the Secondary School. Despite the pandemic and the irregularities of 
face-to-face instructions, the Science department has seen dissections, color chromatics and lazer spectacles that bring a wow 
factor to every little mind that explores how everything works. 


Year 7 Microscopy - investigating onion cells structure 
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SECONDARY SCHOOL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 


Year 10 Biology ~ Investigating how sucrose affects the volume of CO2 produced by yeast - measured by how much balloons 
inflate. 


| | | innoventures 
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SECONDARY SCHOOL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 


We enjoyed a break from the classroom to get out for fun walks. 


Ms Timlin was sad to say goodbye to her DP2 Biology and SEHS students. Ms Walsh and Ms Timlin as Christmas crackers. 


More importantly the Science teachers know how to do a good dress up. 


World Science Day - department dress-up 


Esters have pleasant odours and are responsible for the characteristic fragrances of fruits and flowers. Flavour chemists tend 
to duplicate these odour or taste in the lab, Year 11 Chemistry class at DIA enjoyed the fruity smell of esters as they made 
them in the lab. 
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SECONDARY SCHOOL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 


Investigating polarization (left) and Esters (Right) 


Fig 1 - Investigating wingspan and the lift produced in a 
quadcopter. This is the one time you enjoy taking a toy to 
pieces more than flying it. Student: Mohammed Qasim Fig 2 - Working at the Chem 1A 


Investigating the Simple Pendulum (Physics) 


Resonance and the Tension in a Guitar String using a Sonometer (Physics) 
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SECONDARY SCHOOL MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT 


° 


Mr. Stephen C 


In the Mathematics Department, we welcomed two new staff this year. Katherine Beswick and Girish Mishra joined us, 
contributing fresh energy and amazing teaching styles to the department. 


The Secondary School competed in the Innoventures Mathematics Olympiad and both our MYP team and our DP team took 
first place in their respective competitions. Our aim this year was to connect mathematics with the real-world and bring in 
more challenges for students to be engaged in. 


‘We want to thank all the Year 13s for their hard work throughout the year and we want to say good luck to the Year 11s who 
are embracing the Diploma Programme next year. 


Gerhard van der Wal 
HOD Mathematics 


Pinnacle Education is ‘one-stop-shop’ for educational resources. 
We work with suppliers across the globe to bring you the best in 
school / university education. 


EDUCATION 


801, The Oberoi Centre, Business Bay 
P.O Box 112037, Dubai, UAE 
Tel: +971 4 3999 330 
info@education-pinnacle.com 
www-pinnacleducation.com 
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SECONDARY SCHOOL ARABIC DEPARTMENT 


Ms. Manal Farag 


We have had such a productive and fun filled year of learning in Arabic. Students have enjoyed participating in a range of exciting 
activities, using new strategies and skills they have learnt through the language. 

The Arabic curriculum is tailored to develop students who are confident, responsible, reflective, innovative and engaged. The 
main target of the department is to raise the expectations of our students. Therefore, three-leveled workbooks were designed 
for each year group. Differentiated activities, well -balanced skills and personalized assessments were well-planned to be 
essential parts of Arabic lessons. We improved the resources we use to suit the current circumstances of Covid-19 and to match 
both face-to-face and distance learning students. We use a variety of resources such as Nearpod, Quizlet, Quizziz, Kahoot and 
Education Perfect to make the activities effective, fun and competitive. 

‘We also appreciate the role of parents, especially in these circumstances, so we provide both students and parents with two- 
week plans to know what our students learn day-by-day and what they have to do as assignments. We also share brief feedback 
and next steps with them at the end of every two-week cycle to be able to improve students’ performance. 

From a personal perspective, the Arabic B team is particularly proud of all Arabic B students as they continue to progress, 
proving they are confident and reflective learners, ready to accept the challenge of using Arabic in real life situations. It has been 
a pleasure to work with the students alongside my colleagues Manal, Lara, Rehab and Mohamed Saad. 

| thank everyone for their hard work, dedication and collaboration throughout the whole academic year. 

Mohamed Nasr 

Secondary Arabic B HOD 


In preparation for their final exams, DP2 Arabic students have been researching one of the main IB prescribed themes: sharing 
the planet. 

With topics ranging from gender inequality to racism, pupils have been very engaged while completing their tasks, and will 
surely be utilising their newly-found knowledge in their written assignments. 

YEAR 13 


SECONDARY SCHOOL ARABIC DEPARTMENT 


Outdoors Arabic A Lesson 


DP2 Arabic Students were given the opportunity to go outdoors during today’s lesson and discuss the reasons for and against 
immigration. Moreover, we went over lesson targets in class and then headed to the quad for a fun and interactive lesson. 


SECONDARY SCHOOL ISLAMIC DEPARTMENT 


Inthe Islamic Department, we believe that Islam is a way of life, so our topics link directly to our daily life: the Covid-19 pandemic; 
precautions; and recommendations were part of our curriculum to benefit our students and community. 


At the beginning, we believed this year would be challenging, but our Islamic students surprised us and achieved great progress, 
showing the best attitude to learn Islamic. Their memorisation of the Holy Qur'an this year impressed all our Islamic teachers, 
and this was very clear in the Holy Qur'an Competition. 


Our students showed their love of Islamic when they were preparing to welcome the Holy Month of Ramadan. Even our youngest 
students were able to fast from the first day and to express their outstanding knowledge of the Islamic worships, Islamicrules and 
Sariah, Our DP1 students worked very hard to create a Ramadan welcome video and our MYP students participated effectively 
tocelebrate the Holy Month with decorations, short videos and many other ideas to help the community. 


Since we moved to the new normal and faced different challenges, our students have shown their ability to link their learning 
to real life applications. They have also been able to work collaboratively to achieve their targets and even help each other, 
embracing the chance to think of different ways of learning. 


Mr. Waleed Abdelazim Ahmed 


Head of Department - Islamic Education 
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SECONDARY SCHOOL LANGUAGE ACQUISITION 
DEPARTMENT 
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Ms.N 
Hamele 


In the Language B Department, we strongly believe that connecting the teaching of foreign languages to the real world is a key 
factor in boosting motivation and, consequently, achieving better levels of performance. 


This year, despite all the obstacles, students have been working on tasks and projects where they had the opportunity to use 
language in meaningful contexts. For instance, our Year 9 French students discussed inventions and its importance in History 
through oral presentations while our Year 8 Spanish students created fun video-recipes of Spanish and Latin American dishes! 


These projects went so well that 
some of our students even made 
it onto the podium of some global 
language competitions! This was 
the case for Gabriele Lironi (Year 
8C) and Federico Valenti (Year 8G), 
whose videos were recognised and 
awarded a certificate of excellence. 
It is very rewarding for us to see 
their dedication to learning Spanish 
as well as their creative efforts 
being appreciated. 


We look forward to seeing our 
students grow as global citizens as 
they keep exploring languages and 
cultures. 


jHasta pronto! a bientét! 
Loris Fenudi, Year 8G 


Students and teachers’ comments 
Ms. Olwyn Hall, Spanish teacher 


Federico created a video showcasing his daily routine, from first thing in the morning until going to bed at night. Gabriele made 
a timeline video including significant events of his life to date. Both videos were innovative and completed entirely through 
Spanish. We are very proud of Gabriele and Federico's achievements, ;sobresaliente, chicos!” 
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SECONDARY SCHOOL LANGUAGE ACQUISITION 
DEPARTMENT 


Esmee Van Hoeven & Lisa Kurian, 7G Spanish 


Year 7 Spanish is very fun and exciting! My teacher is supportive and respectful to all the students and the activities are always 
interesting. For example, we designed a "WANTED" poster using the Spanish vocabulary to describe a person. Each student 
created and drew a criminal with a description in Spanish. We then presented to the whole class and it was very amusing to see 
what creations others came up with, some were quite strange and we laughed alot! Mine was"La mujer con barba y bigote’. We 
also have access to lots of technology to help us improve. Education Perfect is very helpful to get ready for assessments at home 
and Quizlet is a great way to learn vocabulary and play games in Spanish. | hope year 8 Spanish is as enjoyable and our teacher 


will be as nice. 
|| | Excellence Award 
| 2020 EP 
| Languages | 
| Video Making 
Competition 
Trisha Vora, 9H 


This year in French, we had a project where we could make a presentation about different inventions and talk a bit about each 
one. | created a PowerPoint talking about 3 inventions that | found important and often used. | enjoyed it a lot, it was a fun and 
creative project that we did. 


YiFei Wu, 8F French 


For me learning French is important because there are many \ 
French speaking countries in the world, this should be useful, and 

| want to be able to speak French to French people when | am | ¥#*P@tes 

traveling there in the future. ike learning about the names of the 
food in French because | found it really fun, words like "pomme de 
terre" (potato), it means apple from the ground, and “fruit demer” 
(Seafood), it means fruits from the sea. 


Alessandro Minagra, Year 8D 


“When I was a little child, | always loved to taste new foods and 
| loved to cook with my mum. Now that I had the opportunity to 
prepare a Spanish recipe (Churros) | was so excited. | always loved 
churros, but | did not know how to prepare them. It was easy and 
the result was delicious. I’m happy that | did this project because 
the culture of a country even passes through the food.” 
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SECONDARY SCHOOL ARTS DEPARTMENT 
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Ms. Lucy MeMurr 
Performing Arts & Media 


What another fantastic year in the Performing Arts and Media department. This academic year has been like no other and the 
student's creativity, passion and resilience in their Drama, Music & Media lessons has shone through and allowed them to truly 
flourish. From YouTube Live-Stream lunchtime concerts, to virtual Musical performances, film making, ePortolio and Diploma 
Programme dramatic performances, our students have fully embraced this new era for the study of Performing Arts. 


Achievements 
A huge congratulations to our three Innoventures Got Talent entries who proudly represented Dubai International Academy - 
Emirates Hills last December in our virtual running of the hugely popular annual talent show. Hreem Zaveri (Year 10) won 1st 
place in the solo song category, Yehui Feng (Year 8) won 1st place in the solo instrumental category, and Kabeer Kishore (Year 
8) came in 2nd place in the solo skit - monologue category, The standard of each performance was extremely high, impressing 
all five external judges. Thank you to all students who entered at the audition stage in November. We had an extremely high 
number of virtual audition entries this year. The Performing Arts talent at DIA-EH is immense. 

We are enormously proud of all our ePortfolio and Diploma Programme exam students who have Worked so hard throughout 
the year. The quality of their coursework was completed at a remarkably high standard and must be commended. We would like 
towish our Year 13 Theatre Diploma Programme students the best of luck as they begin university and the next chapter of their 
lives. Thank you for all your contributions aver the years to the Performing Arts at DIA-EH. 


Let’s take a look and see what has been going on in each Performing Arts subject and hear from some of our amazing students. 


Mr. Blaine Mackessy 
Head of Department - Performing Arts and Media 


Music 


In Music this year, students have developed their theory, technological, and performance skills by completing a wide range of 
engaging tasks, activities, and performances. From cinematic composition and radio jingles to musical theatre performances, the 
students have truly made the best of their Music lessons in the new hybrid learning setting for the subject this year. 


Let us hear from some of our Music students: 


Lea Zein, Year 8 

Hello. My name is Lea Zein and | am in 8A. Normally, | havea great passion for music as | am very interested in singing and began 
playing instruments. This is a hobby that | really enjoy and have fun with. In my music lessons this year, | have learned alot about 
producing tracks and learning notation. We completed activities that were extremely fun, yet educational at the same time. 
Instead of learning the concepts using books, we increased our knowledge of the topic in a very joyful method by cracking codes 
and assembling pieces of music. 
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SECONDARY SCHOOL ARTS DEPARTMENT 


Zara Augustine, Year 11 

Working on the ePortfolio project this year, has been quite a fun experience and | thoroughly enjoyed it every step of the way. | 
was excited about this year's unit which was Emotion in Art’ because | was able to analyse a song from my all-time favourite music 
artist Michael Jackson. | used the knowledge | acquired from my analysis and apply similar techniques into my final composition. 
Overall, the project was indeed really interesting, and | loved it! 


Jamie Simpson, Year 11 & Music Personal Project 

The goal of my Personal Project was to create two different compositions to the same movie scene to prove the importance 
of music in movies. The two different compositions had musical techniques implemented throughout to display two different 
moods - one had a more dreamy, ethereal, and happy mood, whereas the other had daunting undertones and an overall darker 
mood. | enjoyed this process because | lave composing music - it was truly incredible taking a movie scene and being able to 
compose over it and give it its own mood. 


Media 

In Media this year, the focus has been on the fundamentals of media, with units in advertising, photography, and filmmaking, 
as well as building technical, analytical, and creative skills. Students have enjoyed the fact that their lessons “are catered to our 
needs as students and that the content that we learn actually has real life application” (Jana Roy, Year 10). In an increasingly 
digital society, media has become present in most aspects of our lives, and therefore a progressively essential subject to invest 
in. Media students have been learning how to harness their abilities in communicating through various media channels, while 
learning how and why to practice this with ethics at the forefront. 

Year 11 students were able to expand on their knowledge and understanding of the technical skills used in film by creating 
their own viogs based on the global pandemic. This allowed them to practice in preparation for their final ePortfolio submission, 
where they were tasked with creating their own film that evoked emotions in their target audience whilst developing two skills 
of their choice: for example, lighting and video editing. Students had to create storyboards, plan their scenes, enlist the help of 
actors, and edit the raw footage to create artwork that made an impact on the world around us. 


Let's hear from some of our Media students: 


Tess Mathieu, Year 9, Media 


Media is one of my favourite subjects. | learn something new every lesson and my knowledge about the Adobe programs, 
photography, advertising etc. has doubled since | started media at the beginning of the year. Next year, | will pursue Media 
without any doubts. 


Maleane Kao, Year 9, Media 

I started learning Media at the beginning of this year. Since the first lesson, | have really enjoyed it as you learn new things every 
lesson. So far, | have learnt about advertising (we made posters, videos...) and | am currently learning about photography which | 
am loving so far. I find Media an especially useful subject as it allows you to learn about many different things such as learnhow to, 
use photoshop, learn about photo editing tools, create several types of products (such as posters, videos...) using many different 
platforms such as Canvas, Photoshop or Photopea.. which can be extremely helpful for the future. 


Aaron Pinto, Year 9, Media 


| love Ms. Lucy's classes because she teaches us what we want to learn and bases the syllabus on media related content that 
the majority of the students are interested in, ike photography and advertising and always makes lessons interesting with fun 
activities and tasks. 


Dakota Quarrie, Year 10, Media 


Media studies is an amazing subject. | highly recommend you choosing Media studies if you are into editing photos, making 
photos and you learn new skills on your devices. Also, the teacher is really nice and helpful if you do struggle with this subject. 
This subject will make your school experience more fun and enjoyable. 


Jana Roy, Year 10, Media 


What | love about Media lessons is that our classes are catered to our needs as students and that the content that we learn has 
real life applications. | also love how our lessons are very engaging and varied by involving student perspectives. 
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SECONDARY SCHOOL ARTS DEPARTMENT 


‘Ava Fawaz, Year 10, Media 
“I'm so delighted to have made the decision to join media during this school year because I've collectively learned and enjoyed 
the class remarkably. | love attending our media classes because it's a very amusing class that has a large variety of topics within 
one whichis whyit'sso entertaining. Weare always doing something new and fun in class which is what makes me enjoy media so 
much. I love how Mr. Lewis always tries his hardest to get hands-on equipment for us touse considering the circumstances of the 
new pandemic. It really makes the lessons more enjoyable. | have joined the school only around a month ago and have learned a 
remarkable amount of information on several topics. | have learned about camera angles, shots, composition elements, how to 
use photoshop, how to use lightroom, how to create persuasive ads, and much more along the way. My favorite part about media 
is that there is so much to learn yet it is never stressful. | would truly recommend anyone to pick media asa class as well.” 


Samaira Pareek, Year 10, Media 


“To say I've learned a lot in media this year would be an understatement! | learned so much about marketing and advertising, 
being able to analyze advertisements and create them ourselves. Using different color schemes, learning about their impact/ 
what they represent as colors, creating mood boards, learning about persuasive techniques like ethos, logos and pathos and 
applying these techniques. Not only have we been able to express ourselves creatively in terms of the looks of our projects 
but also learning about how we can be creative when we do different written work. We also worked on our own advertising 
campaigns, market research and developing branding and identity for our campaigns. From producing logos, names, slogans, 
hashtags, color schemes, to typography and developing our projects. After that, we worked on the photography unit. We learned 
all the different aspects such as; lighting, composition, camera angles, camera shots, types of photography, digital photography, 
camera set-up, etc. This led to our still life photography assessment where we had to choosea product and take the photos based 
on the different techniques we learned, as well as another assessment on a chosen photographer. Finally, we have been working 
on editing and how to edit photos using different software like Lightroom and Photoshop. | have to say that the thing | love most 
about media is the creativity aspect. In most other lessons, when it comes to assessments, we must follow a strict format or 
study for atest, but with media, we are allowed to be creative and are encouraged to doso. | also like that we're learning practical 
things that we can actually use later in life such as advertising or editing skills.” 


Zain Khan, Year 10, Media 


“This year in Media has been extremely engaging and easy to understand, Earlier this year, we had a unit on advertising products 
and analysing advertisements. These two assignments required creativity in the way that you interpreted various elements such 
as colour, font, size of the image, and many other elements that are equally important. For our second unit of photography, 
we were given loads of freedom in terms of our projects. We first learned what made an image so pleasing and how to 
manipulate such elements, The culmination of our learning and analysis was one final image, taken by the students among many 
other candidates and chosen by the teacher to be analysed and investigated. These practical and creative assignments were 
surprisingly entertaining and if given the same assignments on practical photography, | would be happy to take more photos and 
unleash a creative side.” 


Sara Jaffar Ali, Year 11, Media 


“Media Studies has proven to be one of my favorite subjects in year 11.1 have learned numerous new skills this year thanks tomy 
amazing teacher, Mr. Seon Lewis, who has really put in the effort to help guide me through my media work. An example of one 
skill | have learned is how to analyze different scenes based on various aspects such as color, lighting, body language, and camera 
shots, Another thing | have learned is how to operate a professional camera and adjust the settings such as exposure and quality 
settings so that when | am filming, my scenes turn out to be high quality and cinematic. 


I really enjoy Media Studies because | have a passion for film and media and | wish to pursue it in my future career. Mediais unlike 
many subjects since the focus is creativity, The fun and interactive lessons we have in class have helped motivate me and pushed 
me to perform well. The topics are all interesting and easy to grasp if you put in the hard work. 


Overall, | am enjoying the subject and I cannot wait to see what comes next!” 
Thalia Atassi, Year 11, Media 


“Media has quickly become one of my favorite subjects this year, as it has taught me plenty of invaluable lessons, in a fun, 
interactive way. Throughout the Media classes, | was able to build on and further develop my knowledge of different camera 
angles and shots, and their impact on the audience, the different lighting, and cinematic techniques that a filmmaker makes use 
of when creating a cinematic piece of work, and many useful tips on how to give a film a more cinematic feel, Additionally, we 
were taught how a film can evoke emotions from the audience in great depth and detail. 


‘What | most enjoy about my Media lessons and topics is the flexibility of the subject, and that we can explore and experiment 
with different Media types and be as creative as we wish. This truly makes the subject immensely enjoyable, in addition to the 
fact that the subject itself is overall extremely interesting.” 
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Drama 


Year 7 drama students began their journey into the world of acting by learning about the key elements of drama. This allowed 
them to practice their reading skills and build their confidenceso that they were ready to take on the task of performing The Lion 
King the Musical. This performance encouraged them to push their boundaries of creativity to another level as they truly had to 
embody their characters like Simba and Mufasa. 


In Year 8, the Drama students started off with exploring open scenes, where they all had the same script but were able to interpret 
and perform the lines in their own unique way. The students focused on character formation through expressions, gestures, and 
tone of voice. This was all in preparation for their comedy ensemble, How to Survive in High School Without Really Trying. 


In Year 9 Drama this year, students explored making physical and vocal decisions to express an idea while learning about the 
foundations of Western Theatre. 


Year 10 Drama developed dramatic production elements as playwrights and technical designers, and Year 11 Theatre evoked 
emotion with their fantastic ePortfolios, Performances ranged from insights on mental health to questionable ‘happily ever 
after's to struggles with unexpected news and obstacles, Last but notleast, Year 13 Theatre Arts students successfully completed 
their projects and performed dynamic solo pieces that captivated a digital audience. 


Let's hear from some of our Drama and Theatre students: 
Eva Chacra, Year 7, Theatre 


"As Augusto Boal once said, "We must all do theatre to find out who we are and to discover who we could be.” Overall, this year, | 
believe | have progressed a lot in drama. | have learnt to project my voice as well as work collaboratively with a team to produce 
an exceptional performance. Drama has helped open me up toa whole new world full of creativity and wonder. | love, how during 
these 55 minutes, | can be big, bold, and expressive and have a great deal of fun too. Thanks to Mr. Lewis, who has helped guide 
me and my peers through it all” 


Ruby McDonald, Year 13, Theatre 


“My favourite thing about taking DP theatre was that | was able to direct the scene with my peers. It allowed me to experience 
a side of acting and theatre that | had never explored before as | was normally always the one on stage rather than directing. It 
really opened my eyes to the world of directing and allowed me to have full control of a scene that was full of my own ideas and 
opinions. The director's notebook allowed me to really showcase my creative side and skill within theatre.” 


Giulia Bono, Year 13, Theatre 


“My favourite moment in DP theatre was the solo performance. Being able to construct, direct, and perform your own creation 
and thought process was extremely fun and such a unique experience. It is amoment when you can broadcast about any subject 
that inspires or deeply intrigues you. Many hidden skills were defined when doing the solo performance like organization, 
memorisations, researching skills, and critical thinking as you had to accept that your performance may need improvement and 
you have to create your own solutions in makingiit better.” 


Miguel Martinez Poccinelli, Year 13, Theatre 


“My favorite part of DP Theatre Arts was being able to direct a moment. This was for the Directors Notebook, where | had to 
stage two moments of a play. | enjoyed sharing my creativity to other peers, working with lights to evoke emotions, and view 
people's perspective on the specific moment, which | find the most interesting as we get a chance to see the different ideas 
people come up with, especially when it was the same play." 


Laila Elanggar, Year 13, Theatre 


“So you thought Theatre Arts was an easy subject? No way! We've learned about countless plays and theorists, written over 
multiples 20-page long reports about our own theatrical explorations and managed to make whole performances using the few 
resources available during a pandemic. |'m really proud of my work this year.” 


Visual Arts 


The MYP Art Programme at DIA is designed to expose students from Years 7-11 to various artistic mediums and ways of creating. 
This knowledge is expanded and strengthened as they progress through to their DP classes in Visual Arts. There have been 
many changes in our teaching process this year with Covid-19 accelerating our transition to digital artwork. The Visual Arts 
department has embraced the digital age and married traditional art with digital skills to enhance students’ artistic skills, 
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Overview of Visual Art 


As students are currently spending more time indoors, to bring nature into the folds of everyday life, our students in Year 7 
studied insects for the unit ‘Mini Beasts’, a collaborative unit with Science. The students learned about the elements and 
principles of art while being influenced by artists like Rosalind Monk, Lucy Arnol, Christopher Marley, Jennifer Angus and Kelly 
Sandford. The students completed two units this year, the second being "Journey through Elements of Art” where they brought 
an individualised touch to their thought processes. They developed their understanding of different processes and mediums, 
being inspired by artists like Nancy Standlee who uses collage as a means of expression. They also learned about a variety of 
map-based artists including Peter Dykhuis, Jeannie Thib and Satu Nikku. 


In Year 8, students explored large-scale 2D design work while expanding their technical skills. Students completed the project, 
‘Surfboards inspired by Polynesian culture’, which culminated in them each creating their own unique surfboard design. Students 
experimented with a wide variety of wet and dry materials, they researched and learned about the importance of tikki masks 
and created costal health awareness posters. This was a varied unit in which students were given the opportunity to develop 
artistically and as a global citizen. 


Year 9 sawsome excitingdevelopmentsinnewunitsbeing taught. The first project wasbasedon Alice's Adventuresin Wonderland 
by Lewis Carroll. Students explored three artistic variations of this story: 1865's illustrations by John Tenniel; 1951's animation 
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by Walt Disney; and finally 2010's live action movie by Tim 
Burton. Students analysed the distinctive styles in-depth 
before choosing which artist would inspire their work. Each 
student designed and created unique sculptures based on 
the Hatter’s tea party and created large oil pastel artworks of 
cake accompanied by a shrunken Alice. The second project of 
the year was ‘Synesthesia and Abstract Expressionism’ which 
challenged the students’ creative thinking. Year 9 listened to 
music and interpreted it in visual form using the fundamentals 
of visual language; they also expressed the emotion in the 
music with shape, colour and texture, This was a challenging 
unit and our students produced some interesting final pieces. 


In Year 10, students worked hard to develop their fundamental 


art skills by learning how to use watercolor paint, tonal shading, mark-making, ink and water and digital art appropriately and 
successfully. They also developed photography and observational drawing skills to produce work toa remarkably high standard. 
Students then learned how to develop an artistic intention that would have an impact upon their world and created artwork 
based on this. 


Year 11 students worked on the preparation for their externally assessed e-Portfolio examination. The topic for this year 
was ‘Emotions in art’. Students analysed and uncovered how and why artwork can make an impact on viewers, in response 
to individual emotions. Students created a 30 slide PowerPoint presentation of their artistic journey, completing four tasks: 
Research; Intentions; Process; and Product and Reflection. 


In DP, students worked on their individual projects. Using detailed artist analysis and research, the students have developed highly 
personal and interesting exhibition work. They have curated their exhibition and developed a curatorial statement to accompany the 
body of work. Students have also completed a Process Portfolio and Comparative Study to further enhance their work. 


Achievements 


Many congratulations to the winners of the Innoventures Art Competition. Special thanks are given here to: 


First Place Lisa Kurian, Year 7 
Winner of two separate prizes Raima Kodnani, Year 11 


innoventures 


education 
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Individuals and Societies Department has grown once again this 
year, welcoming four new teachers into the department: Richard 
Bridges, Mukta Mundhra, Amanda Lumen and Luke Dooley. They 
have brought in a wealth of varied experiences to the department 
and the school 

The Business Studies and Economics students have had myriad 
opportunities to showcase their passion for these subjects. Our 
team of four Year 11 and 12 students has been placed third in the 
regional finals in the Wharton Global Investment competition 
which is the biggest high schoo! investment competition in the 
World. The Business Minds club hasinitiated a competition involving 
schools across Dubai. This competition has judges from various 
areas of expertise in the corporate world and the winners get very 
lucrative cash prizes which are funded through sponsorships that 
thestudents have collected, The Year 12:students have also had the 
Unique opportunity to enhance their understanding of Behavioural 
Economics by attending a virtual lecture on this topic conducted by 
aprofessor from NYU Abu Dhabi, 

The MYP students have enjoyed a wide variety of projects to 
contextualise their learning which gave them an opportunity to 
delve into the past, relate to the present world and explore the 
future, Tonamea few, the Year 7 students designed bright-coloured 
Mayan and Inca masks and headgears. The Year 8 students 
produced resumes of women explorers. The Year 9 students 
created interesting podcasts about the role of technology in our 
everyday lives. The MYP History students used their creativity 
to showcase their learning about life in Japan after the reforms 
through their paintings, poetry, stories and three-dimensional 
artwork. The students of Geography participated in an MUNstyle 
conferenceon the sustainable management of climate change. 

The way our students have shown their understanding for the 
country and culture we are all now part of, along with those of 


Ms. Neetu Rathore 


other countries around the world, in UAE Social Studies, which is 
now a core subject in our department, has been nothing short of 
incredible. Students have participated in a time-capsule project to 
showcase to posterity, life in the 21st century. 

Since we moved into these strange new times, we have faced 
several challenges, However, this has not deterred our progress in 
teaching and learning as both teachers and students have shown 
great resilience. We have seen an increasing use of technology and 
innovative strategies to enhance learning and monitor student 
progress, The department would like to thank the students for their 
engagement over the academic year and their adaptation to the 
new ways of leaming, be it face to face, distance learning or hybrid. 
We wish the Year 13s, whom many of us have taught since they 
arrived at Secondary in Year 7, all the very best for the future. We 
also wish good luck to the teachers from our department who are 
movingon. 


Mahua Paul and Reena Tikku 
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MYP History Year 10-Task brief: Industrialisation in Japan 


The students of MYP History, Year 10 used their creative talent to show their understanding about the radical changes in life in 
Japan after industrialization. The media students chose varied from composing a poem with rhyme and rhythm, writing a story, 
splashing colour on the canvas, digitally designing a poster, to making cartoon strips. 


ECONOMIC 
CHANGES IN JAPAN 
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A Mission From 
Iwakura 


From 1871 to 1873 was the Ilwakura Mission 
They sailed far and wide for three things; 
Recognition, Equality, Knowledge 


The crew was a large one 50 


A party of 101 
Ministers, scholars, students galore 
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Where many were left behind ur 
To learn, to grow, to live better lives 
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First they headed to the US 18 
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A few of these children 
Eventually came back 
To lead the evolution of their country 
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In the US much was learnt 
About the education that they served 
But the treaties were still unequal 


ae 


From there they went to Britain 
Where the learning was split 
Between politics and machinery 


C—> 
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There was much to explore 

From the factories to the people to the law 
As they traversed across the mighty empire's 
main land. 


KS 


From Britain they moved to various other lands 
Seeking and searching for the answer 
To right their unequal treaties. 


[> 


XS 


Four more months they spent 
But did not achieve what they set out for 
Yet now, their knowledge now knew no bound. 
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The new mission of the land 
of the rising sun 
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The little girl from the farm in Japan 
Once upona time, there was this little girl, in a small village in 1868. 


Itwas a normal day for the girl, she got up, got dressed and went out into the farms and started working, however this day will 
have changed the future for the people of Japan. 


On this hot day in Japan, there was alittle girl in the village who was helping her family farm crops such as rice. While farming, she 
saw trucks on the dirt path going into the city, The little girl wondered what the city was planning on doing with all the objects. 


The father brought the little girl back from her thinking and continued doing the crops. 


A few weeks later the little girl woke up to the sound of people talking, she went outside her room to find 3 men talking to her 
parents, no one noticed her standing outside her room. She heard the 3 men telling her parents about this building they built and 
how they no longer need us farming, The little girl always knew something was happening in the city. 


Once the 3men left, the little gir''s parents noticed her standing outside her room and went towards her. The little girl asked her 
parents why we must stop farming, the little girl's parents didn't know how to tell her. 


Father: I'm sorry my child but now Japan has a better way of getting crops 


The little girl looks upset, she asked her parents why she wasn't allowed to farm, the parents told the little girl that there is 
nothing they could do aboutit. 


212 


| GE HEY overs 


SECONDARY SCHOOL HUMANITIES DEPARTMENT 


Both the parents headed back to bed since it was late at night, however the little girl wanted to know who stole her job. She 
packed her bags and went out and started walking towards the city. 


Once she wasin the city, she started looking around to see if she could find the thief that stole her job. She saw women in Kimonos 
and men wearing suits, everyone looked so fancy. She bumped into people since they didn't see her walking around, once she got 
out of the crowded area, she stumbled up to the huge building with black smoke coming out of it. 


She walked inside the building and found many machines doing other people's job, the little girl didn't know what to think, she 
was frozen for a few minutes until one of the security guards saw her. The security guard put her outside the building, saying it 
was too dangerous for little girls, he told the girl to go home. 


The little girl started walking back to her home, she was devastated about the huge building. She knew the only way her parents 
could make money was by farming crops. 


Once she was back home, she unpacked and climbed into bed, thinking about what that building was. 


In the Morning her parents woke the little girl up and started getting dressed, the mother wore a beautiful kimono and dressed 
the little girl in a kimono as well, the father wore a very fancy suit that he got from his father. The little girl questioned why they 
were dressing up fancy and the parents told the little girl that they are going to the city to see the newest factory ever created. 
The little gir! knew that they were talking about but didn't say anything 


Once they were at the city, there were so many people crowding the factory, they all waited until the factory was open. Everyone 
was so excited to see the new factory, everyone expected the little girl, all she wanted to do was go home and carry on farming. 


Once everything was over, the family walked back home and went to bed, even the little girl because she knew that factories will 
keep on growing and a little girl like herself couldn't do anything about it until she was older. Everyone went to bed and waited 
until the next day, 


The End 
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The Wolves of Wall Street 
“Winning isn’t everything, it’s the only thing” 


Tiger Global Case Competition 
(Ahad K, Raghav C, Harsha B, Siddhant T) 


Placed 1st out of 2500 participants by building a 
comprehensive strategy for brands such as Sony and ACSL. 
Ultimately leading to Sony Gaming implementing one of the 
team's multi million dollar ideas. The team also won huge 
cash prizes and mentorships with titans of the industry. 


TIGER GLOBAL 


CASE COMPETITION 
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Wharton Global Investment Competition 
(Ahad K, Raghav C, Dhruv M, Sharzeh B) 


Placed in the top 15 out of over 2000 teams in the Wharton 
Global Investment Competition. In this competition the team 
built a comprehensive investment strategy for their 
millionaire client. 


Dewa Big Data Competition 
(Ahad K, Raghav C, Sean D, Jai J, Ojaswit B) 


Placed in the Top 5 out of 1100 in the Dewa big data case 
competition. In this competition, the team built multiple 
strategies to tackle problems using big data. 


The Harvard Undergraduate Economics Essay contest 
(Ahad K and Raghav C) 


Participants wrote a mini research paper on economics topics 
ranging from behavioral to classical economics. They also 
conducted experiments to support their hypotheses. 


The Diamond Challenge 
(Ahad K, Raghav C, Harsha B, Siddhant T) 


The team built a social impact venture and a working app 
known as GreenBull. This product revolutionizes green 
investing for retail investors and received approval from many 
executives in the green energy space. 
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Despite the challenges we have all faced this academic year, students at DIA have successfully and safely remained as physically 
active as ever! Adaptations were made to PHE lessons so that students were socially distanced but still engaged in action-packed 
lessons. From individual gymnastics to football skills and drills, badminton singles and individual athletic events, PHE classes 
have still been full of fun and positive energy. The PHE department have been super creative with distance learning lessons so 
that students learning at home have been just as active. 


Our Year 11 ePortfolio students have had to work extra hard this year to make sure their coaching adhered toall Covid protocols; 
however, they succeeded and creatively adapted to all the challenges they encountered. A huge well done to all our fantastic 
ePorfolio students! 


Enjoy the following accounts from students who love PHE just as much as the PHE department do: 


We find PHE an interesting and overall, fun subject. However, this year, due to all these changes thanks to the pandemic our PE 
lessons have been very different. During our PHE classes we have had to keep a safe distance and wear our masks. Even our 
gymnastics unit was a lot harder because no one could help you. However, we believe that through these difficult times we have 
still managed to improve and succeed. To add to this, we even learnt a ot like how to throw the discus, how to improve our table 
tennis, the different rotation skills in gymnastics, the different balances in a gymnastics routine, how to create a gymnastics 
routine and most importantly, to never give up. As Theodore Roosevelt once said, "Believe you can and you are halfway there’. 


Year 7 Students - Eva Chacra and Jacqueline Biouki 


Thad entered Year 8 with not too much clarity on what to do. | knew that my PE teacher was a great teacher and I would enjoy my 
PE classes. We played various sports throughout the year and everyone was made to feel comfortable despite the restrictions. 
I developed as a student not only physically, but mentally. I trained my muscles and my mind to be at its best which helped me 
succeed inall other subjects. PE has helped me develop academically, to which | owe credit to the PE department! 


Year 8 Student - Devaditya Tuteja 


The PHE curriculum has helped develop my appreciation for sports and fitness extensively. Over the course of the school year, 
I've had the opportunity to take the roles of being both a coach and a client, expanding my knowledge of the various aspects of 
physical training considerably. | would highly recommend PHE for anyone interested in health, fitness and athletics. 


Year 11 ePortfolio Student - Umar Ingalls 
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Technology 2020- 2021 


~ 
: 


$ 


Pa 


Mr. Ruba Jesh 


Ms. Faryal Arsalan 


This academic year was no different from past years with regards to Design & Technology. The students had the opportunity 
to participate in different experiences that pushed them to be more creative and open-minded in their approach towards 
technological achievement to express their skills, abilities and know-how in the field of technology. Some of these events were 


1 FLL (First Lego League) 

Students participated in the virtual First Lego League and 
the theme was ‘Game Changer’ for which students built 
and programmed robots. They created their presentation, 
posters and robot. With utmost confidence they presented 
their concept, explaining how their robot would tackle the 
problems. Being a part of this huge event was a great learning 
exposure for the young designers from DIA. 

2. DIAByte 

DI@TECH Club planned for an online coding event this year 
for students in Dubai's schools. DIAByte was a chance that 
enabled participants to challenge themselves by creating 
solutions to different problems and interacting with others 
with similar interests. 


4 Di@Tech 

Over the course of 18 years in a technologically active and 
holistic environment, Di@tech has come a long way since 
its inception. DIATECH 2021 was different in terms of the 
setup as it was a virtual exhibition, but it remained the same 
with regards to students’ engagement with technology that 
revolved around various themes suchas emerging technology, 
technology in our lives and artificial intelligence. Students 
designed products, websites, produced videos, developed 
animations and created posters. Several live webinars and 
competitions took place to engage students and inform them 
about the latest technologies and their applications. 
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For the words | think should be removed, | have used the strikethrough option. 


To replace the cut words, the replacement is in the adjacent bracket. 


| really liked PD this year. My teacher is really kind, funny and always gives us fun tasks. | also love all of the projects that we did. 


Liliya lshmukhametova, 7G 


Product design to me is a fun and creative subject that allows students to innovate and create more. It really develops your 
creativity and enables you to think of many different solutions in many different scenarios. 


Amaan Rizvon, 7D 


DD in Ms. Jeshi’s class is a lot of fun. She is so patient and helps us do our work. This year in DD we learned to make a poster 
about our favourite teacher, made short movies and even developed a game. She makes our classes so much fun and interactive. 
DD in Ms. Jeshi’s class is something | always look forward to. 


Ananya Vora, 8H 


| have had a very good time in DD this year. It has been very interesting and | have been enjoying the class a lot. | have learned 
new things that will benefit me one day in the future. The teacher always gives advice on striving to do better and this pushes me. 
Ihave learned how to use new applications, how to code in Java as welll as how to use HTML when making a website. 


Daksh Noronha, 10D 


After two years of completing the ITGS course outline with its modification for the class of 2021, we have successfully completed 
our IA and practised a variety of papers. Ms. Nazia has helped us throughout the two years, covering the vast content with 
interactive and educative lessons. With a range of resources, we were able to understand various ITGS topics to not only apply 
to our exams, but also in our everyday lives and update ourselves with latest IT information. 


Vidhi Sajnani, DP2 


221 


HEADS OF YEAR 


DP AND CP TEAM 


a o 
2 on 


222 


ee | Ne a | owsrss 


THE THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE 


This year has seen its own set of challenges regarding the Theory of Knowledge. But despite this, the students, as usual, have 
risen above any difficulties and have put to use their critical and creative skills in the most spectacular manner. 


Itdoesn't matter whether these skills involved hands-on group presentations or if they involved the individual task of writing the 
all-important essay, the students gave it their best and produced work that is worthy of commendation. 


Some of the titles on which they wrote the essay were: 


* "Accepting knowledge claims always involves an element of trust.” Discuss this claim with reference to two areas of 
knowledge. 


* “Statistics conceal as much as they reveal.” Discuss this claim with reference to two areas of knowledge. 


* “Areas of knowledge are most useful in combination with each other.” Discuss this claim with reference to two areas of 
knowledge. 


* "Avoiding bias seems a commendable goal, but this fails to recognize the positive role that bias can play in the pursuit of 
knowledge.” Discuss this statement with reference to two areas of knowledge. 


As can be seen, these are not easy discussions and require a tremendous amount of research and preparation. Students worked 
on these titles from September 2020 and by the month of January the majority of them had produced work of a stellar nature. 


In the first year of the DP, the students undertook the investigation of a Real-Life Situation of their choice. They worked in 
groups and then presented, on an online forum, to a different group and their Teacher Assessors. 


One of the top scoring topics that they presented on had the following Real-Life Description “The RLS focuses on vaccination 
searches and its ethical decisions. As the Pandemic and need for a cure rises, it raises the question: 's it okay to cut corners in 
extreme situations?’ The trial launch helped us form the knowledge question ‘On what foundations do ethical judgments about 
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methods in the natural sciences rest?’ regarding methods in Natural Sciences and their ethical judgements.” The figure is an 
example of the strengths and limitations of History in supporting a given claim, The students explored the Real-Life Situation 
through the lens of this area of knowledge. 


The next cohort of TOK students will shortly be presenting a ‘first of its kind’ exhibition which will showcase three objects from 
their own experiences that are linked to an IA Prompt chosen from 35 suggested prompts by the IB. | am looking forward to this 
exciting exhibition and these exhibits will be available before the end of this academic year for all to see. 


Sincere thanks to the teachers involved in this particularly important subject: 
1. SeanKelly 

Robert Jennings 

Benjamin Sumner 

‘Osman Yavasca 

Ciaran Mulhern 

Richard Bridges 


Mallory Tomiuk 


SP N2He ON 


Susan Daniel 


With thanks too, to Pam Parasram who was a great support in the execution of the programme. 


Declan Alvaro 
TOK Coordinator 
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This year has been one of the toughest for students to participate in a meaningful and enjoyable CAS experience. Due to the 
pandemic, students had to get very creative and engage in innovative experiences to fulfill this requirement for their IB Diploma. 
The emphasis in CAS is on learning by doing real tasks that have real consequences and reflecting on these experiences. The 
purpose is for students to be involved in activities that will make a significant difference to their lives and also to the lives of 
others, as well as challenge themselves to extend existing skills or learn new ones, Ultimately, the hope is that our students come 
out of the Diploma Programme as engaged international citizens, who do good things for others and for themselves. 


Mallory Tomiuk 


CAS Coordinator 


Going into the IB, CAS is something which people tend to worry about but also something which many students wait too long 
to begin, with the sudden influx of work and responsibilities to occupy the mind. | can confidently say that, although stressful 
and sometimes a head sore, the CAS component of the IB has helped me grow as a person and become a more proactive and 
responsible individual. Whether it being the reflections that made me think of my actions and my impact on others or the 
sudden change in gear and asking if something was “suitable for CAS", | have changed and developed myself as a person due to 
this component. | would suggest that everyone get a head start on CAS and to pursue genuine interests to achieve this to the 
maximum ofits potential, | would like to thank the CAS advisors for their help and for making CAS much more enjoyable than | 
worried it would have been. Good luck! 


Antonio Del Rio 13C 


Lebanese teenage expat launches ( brightertt_ dubai 
initiative for a better UAE 


Assem Badressine (night 
Oubat 


In Robert Andonian during a garbage collection Srive at a beach in 


225 


MYP TEAM 


1) Year 9 Community Project 


The Community Project is an assignment aimed towards Year 9, in which students are tasked to venture and leave footprints 
towards international development. 


The COVID-19 pandemic had a huge impact around the world, and it also had a huge impact on the Community Project, delaying 
the completion to this year. The pandemic posed a challenge to the Year 10 group this year as many proposals had to be altered 
to comply with the new regulations and our year group did it marvelously. 


One idea which was implemented by one group was teaching the basics of coding to kids in the primary school, The original 
plan was going to physical classes and teaching them however, the plan was altered and was now teaching the basics of coding 
to children in the primary school via a YouTube channel which is readily accessible from any place. This is a great example which 
highlights the issues posed by the pandemic and tackled by the students. 


Student Opinions: 


Samarth - The Community Project was an eye-opening experience for me, and | truly enjoyed the learnings | received from it. 
The CP challenged me to think outside the box, to explore and be inquisitive about topics | had never even heard of. My group 
worked on educating kids about the basics of coding and it was a journey which enriched my knowledge as well as contributed 
tothe society. 


‘Aazam - Community project will be remembered as year 10's most memorable experience, where we earned an opportunity to 
pay back the community in the times of a pandemic. It allowed us to divert our focus and work upon issues that are plaguing the 
world for decades, as well as providing us immense knowledge and skills to truly revolutionize and impact our society. My group 
in particular worked upon the issue of mismanaged waste where we pitched the idea of zero waste shopping that may be the only 
practical solution to this concerning problem. 


‘What is the idea? 


226 


es | ae ee | oesnesss 


MYP TEAM 


2) Year 11 Personal Project 
Personal Project and Covid-19 


This pandemic definitely had an effect on our ideas and spirits for the project. Of course, there were several setbacks; however, 
we collectively were able to work with it and used our enthusiasm asa path for us to move past thisdifficult time altogether. Every 
Year 11 student explored and employed different tools to work past this obstacle, Whether it was organizing online meetings, 
or even focusing their project on this particular obstacle, At the end of the day, we created projects that were reflective of 
cour passions and representative of the challenges we had encountered, Here are some of the Year 11 students sharing their 
perspective on the pandemic and their projects: 


Arjun Pramod, a Year 11 student who had centred his project around writing a book on the mindset of authoritarian leaders 
and dictators: 


“Due to the presence of the covid-19 pandemic, there were several setbacks | faced in my project journey that could have 
seriously affected the plan if | wasn't inventive and resourceful to work around the ever-present lockdown.” 


Kaashvi Bhanot's project was about creating a podcast about her journey with Cancer: 


"The pandemic definitely was an obstacle for meas | was unable to meet with and interview other cancer patients for my podcast 
which would be of great use in my project. However, | got past this by exploring different mediums of connecting and getting in 
touch with people. By venturing into these different areas that | was unfamiliar with before, | believe towards the end I felt more 
knowledgeable and was able to transfer my knowledge of interviews and communication to utilizing them digitally.” 


Tips for your Personal Project: 


This year, everyone in our grade has worked hard towards completing our personal project to the best of their abilities. This year 
was especially challenging for all of us because of covid-19 restricting what we can do for our project and how we can doit. Due 
to this, we had to adapt and learn to navigate this hard time. It was stressful for me personally because | am not the best at time 
management and along with the fact that we were all preparing for our tests and e-portfolios alongside the personal project. 
If there was one piece of advice, | could give to people that are going to do the personal project it's that you should start early 
because it will be hard to catch up. And make sure to keep up toa strict schedule and manage your time wisely. 


Some stories of the Year 11's: 


Personal project is a big project that seems complicated. However, | came to realize that the point of it wasn't about the end 
product but about the journey and process you have to go through. As an IB learner or just as a student in general, Personal 
Project forced me to go out my comfort zone in many waysincluding communication (which was improved a lot by the end of the 
project), but this depends on the person. For example, by the end of it, your procrastination would probably improve as there 
are many set deadlines for the project, and you learn how to organize and manage your time. Personal Project also allowed to 
expand on my research methods the way | wanted, and on the topics | was interested in which was pretty cool consideringall the 
research I've previously done for topics we learnt about in school. The whole process may seem too lengthy and you just want 
togetiit over and done with, but | believe that you should embrace all parts of it and put in your best efforts so that you can truly 
learn from it and expand your skills as a student entering the real world! 
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Inclusion @ DIA 


We strive to provide inclusive education to our student community, 
ensuring that all students with a learning difference have a positive 
learning experience, make academic progress at their individual level 
Whilst becoming confident, happy learners. 


Individuality « Independence 
Inclusion 


At DiAall teachers are responsible and accountable for the learning and progress of ALL students in their class. The I@DIA Team 
are available to assist and guide teachers and parents in planning and coordinating the best support possible for students who 
require a different approach to learning. 


We are committed to supporting students whose individual learning style requires curriculum adaptation. A holistic approach is 
maintained throughout, ensuring students’ progress at their individual level. Positive growth and helping students to experience 
success in their learning are the main aims of the inclusion team. We work alongside parents, teachers and outside specialists to 
help students reach their full potential, within an environment where diversity is championed. 


When we asked parents ‘What support from the I@DIA Team has worked well for their child?’ - here are some anonymous 
responses: 


‘The weekly meetings with [the LST] kept [my child] 
motivated. Feedback towards an authority figure 
is important for him to stay motivated. | am very 
happy with the teams’ work this year. They were split 
[in groups in TEAMs] helping my son every time he 
struggled in class. 


(Year 9 Parent) 


‘The team called/met [my child] regularly to check up on 
his work.’ 


(Year 8 Parent) 


‘It was challenging for (my son] during distance 
learning. For sure he needed support in English as this 
was mentioned in the beginning of the year [and was 
provided]. Thank you for all the support - is very much 
appreciated. 


(Year 7 Parent) 


‘The availability was great as well as the help given.’ 
(Year 12 Parent) 
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INCLUSION TEAM 


‘When we asked students to share ‘How did they feel about the support from the I@DIA Team that they have received?’ - here 


are some anonymous responses: 


‘The support | receive from the Learning Support 
teachers is very good - it has helped me a lot!" (Year 8 
Student) 


‘Lam supported by Ms Hala for Arabic. I find the support 
that she gives me very helpful. She really explains 
everything very nicely to me and simplifies things so 
that I can get it. (Year 9 Student) 


‘The support that | get is so amazing because every time 
| don't understand something they [LSTs] are always 
there to help me. The teachers that help me are so kind 
and understanding... Overall | feel so lucky to be able to 
have them to help me.’ (Year 8 Student) 


‘The Toe by Toe programme has helped me speak 
English more clearly and has helped me read better. 
(Year 7 Student) 


Aspecial message from a student for our dedicated team of Learning Support Teachers and Assistants 


S B B 
é . | V | 
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. SPORTS & LANDSCAPE 


SPORTS SOLUTIONS 


Let's get the best out of Sports 


MESSAGE FROM THE 
HEAD OF YEAR 7 


We made it! And what a year it’s been: full of uncertainty and 
unprecedented challenges inside and outside the classroom. 
Furthermore, our Year 7 students have had the added pressure 
of adapting to the upper school, which even in normal times 
can be a difficult adjustment. However, ten months later, I'm 
extremely proud to say that our Year 7s have had aremarkably 


successful year. 


The resilience that they have shown has been astonishing, and 
'm extraordinarily proud of both their academic performance 
and their adaptability, particularly in being forced to pivot 
between school and home learning. Well done! 


| would be remiss if | didn't tip my hat to the wonderful group 
Ms. Yolaine Siko of parents who have helped guide your children through the 


year...we would have struggled without your assistance, so 


many, many thanks. Otherwise, | hope all Year 7 families enjoy a restful and enjoyable summer, and | look forward to seeing our 
new Year 8s in the fall. 


Mrs. Yolaine Siko 
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YEAR 7 STUDENT COMMENTS 


School has been tough. Transferring to ll online learning has been the biggest challenge this year for me. As a student, I'd say 
I've usually kept up with alll my work for all my classes. The biggest change I’ve seen in myself is becoming less focused with my 
school work. - Noura Oilad Adj Amar 


This online learning has affected me personally because, during this time, | found myself turning in assignments late. This was 
only because | got distracted with the things happening around me. Without a routine schedule, | felt lost. In a classroom you, 
have no choice and more motivation to get tasks complete. Overall, going online had affected me greatly, Although when | 
came back to school- even with a mask and other precautions- | was more motivated to finish my work on time. Not only that, 
but I got to interact with my friends face-to-face. - Sanchi Singla 


| was new in the school and | have really liked this year. | didn’t know anyone, but people made me feel welcome. | did some 
online learning, and | came to school. In the future, | honestly would not mind doing online learning. Just for a little bit 
though, because it’s not that bad, it's just the fact that | can’t physically talk to my teachers in person when | need help or 
have questions. Communicating with teachers online is what | feel is the most difficult part about distance learning because 
sometimes the Wi-Fi disconnects, and I can't properly hear them, or they sometimes don't really understand my question, so 
| prefer going to school. Maybe | can improve on my marks too but overall, | think that this was a good year and | also like my 
teachers. - Lillya Ishmukhametova 


| think this year was full of ups and downs, and most definitely a learning experience for everyone. This year was fun, even with 
all the challenges, and we all tried to make it the best year we could, This shows that even if it seems like something is going 
wrong, there are still many things that can go great. | hope next year will be as fun as this year has been. - Yeva Ugorchuk 


Sadly, we had zero foresight of the various changes the pandemic would awaken in education and learning. Also, we hardly 
have any sense of the dimensions and range of what's to come back. Even so, there has been no shortage of speculation about 
what the COVID-19 pandemic will do to change educationas we know it. - Lucie Salem 


This year was a hectic year, probably due to Corona, but | tried to make the most out of everything that we have. | did not like 
how we had to wear masks and had to social distance. It was hard to keep my distance from my friends, but | managed. | hope 
everyone had an experience to never forget - | definitely did. - Esmee Van Hoeven 


In the beginning, | was very nervous because | was new here and | also didn’t speak English. That was a problem because, in 
my class, nobody could speak Dutch, so | changed classes. In the new class there were two Dutch kids who helped me with 
everything and the class was really nice to me. My English is getting better and better so that's fine. Otherwise, the year was 
very good, but | was sad that we couldn't do too much because of Corona. - Lotte Peters 


When I started school, | was worried to join DIA again in high school without my friends that had left, as | was kind of all alone. 
I went into the class, and everyone was there already. | was really shy; | didn’t want to talk. Because my friends treated me like 
the leader in primary school, | felt like a popular kid, but now | was just normal like everybody else. | wanted to feel confident, 
but I kept having this feeling telling me that I'm not going to be popular again. Even when covid came, it made me scared that, 
I would do something wrong, but as the days went on, | felt more confident in talking to people and | found more friends, and 
now | feel like I'm part of something. - Andrew Burden 


I think my start to this school (DIA) was an amazing start. | was alittle confused about the new apps and websites at first, but | 
am completely used to them now. The only bad thing was that there were a lot of online weeks where we had to meet through 
Teams, That was a challenge because, first of all, you can't see your friends and teachers face-to-face and also, I didn't have 
my textbooks with me because they were at school. Another big challenge for everyone in 2020 and 2021 is COVID 19: we 
always have to wear masks and social distance; we also can't go to the cafeteria which really enjoyed going to when there was 
no COVID. But other than that, | think that DIA is a really nice schoo! that | really enjoy coming to. - Ela Ucarer 
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YEAR 7 STUDENT COMMENTS 


I think this year at DIA was certainly different from any other year at any other school, but it was enjoyable nonetheless. For 
starters, back in September, it was my first time at DIA which already made it a challenge for me in general because of the 
new apps, websites and teachers. Then add the fact that there is Covid-19 andall the new regulations, and having to go online 
sometimes, all these things added up together made the year quite hard. However, | was really lucky to find a group of friends 
that care about me and | managed to always focus on the positives to try and get through this year. - Jasmina Moscardi 


In September, when | first started school, | was a bit worried since it was my first year in Secondary and | didn’t know how 
everything would work. The first few months were a bit rough because of COVID - 19 and the regulations but | eventually got 
used to it. After the winter break everything got back to the way it was supposed to be, but the only difference was that we 
started getting more tests. We already started getting some homework which was very new as in Primary we were almost 
never given homework. | thought that it was a lot of change and that we needed to adjust to all the new things like Secondary 
School, sitting on our desks all the time, etc, All-in-all though, | found this school year very enjoyable, fun and new! - Gaia Azar 


As | walked through the school doors, | felt many emotions about how this school year was going to be. | was nervous, excited, 
and scared. | didn’t know what was going to happen. | walked into class and met my teacher and my peers. | sat by my friend 
the whole day as they explained everything we needed to know. After that day | had a rough week. It was scary being in high 
school, it was worrying, and it felt like a lot of pressure. | feel much better today as | have a lot of support. I felt scared at the 
beginning because of the classes and how hard they would be. Now | feel that it is only the slightest bit harder than primary 
school. | also would like to say a big thanks to our prefect Abdulrahman Atassi for all your help and support throughout the 
year and all the help. We wouldn't have been able to make it this far without Ms. Donna Campbell, she supports us and helps 
with anything we need, -Erika 7b 


I'm a new student and so far, | really like DIA. The lessons are really fun and all the teachers and the students are really 
welcoming. | feel like DIA is a community you can call a school. - Damla 7B 


| felt nervous when moving to Secondary because | was in Primary (DIA) since Year One and | was not sure how stressful it 
would be to move to a whole different curriculum phase. After adapting to the changes, | found Secondary very interesting 
since we had new topics and new teachers but everyone helped us settle into it.-Sibelle 7B 
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MESSAGE FROM THE 
HEAD OF YEAR 8 


It has been a privilege to work with the Year 8 students as 
Head of Year during 2020-21. They have demonstrated great 
resilience and adaptability in rising to the challenges of dealing 
with Covid-19 and its restrictions, both in school and whilst 


being at home during Distance Learning 


Despite difficulties, asa cohort they have maintained a positive 
and vibrant attitude to their work and learning, In the last few 
weeks, we have started to enjoy some lunch times outside in 
the Quad and aim to continue this venture until the end of the 


academic year, weather permitting! 


Wl A particular highlight this year has been the various themed 
non-uniform days. Year 8 have been very creative and adept 
Mr. Naveen Tyagi with their outfits and costumes! 


Iwould like to offer my thanks toall of thestudents and parents 


for their continued commitment, support and efforts during these unprecedented times. Itis greatly appreciated! 
Best wishes, 


Mr. Naveen Tyagi 
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Mr. John Aboaja 


MESSAGE FROM THE 
HEAD OF YEAR 9 


Let me begin by commending all of you for making it through 
Year 9. It really has been another truly unique year which has 
required us all to become experts in flexibility. You have had to. 
navigate a totally new experience of school, from the protocols 
within school to the scheduling of learning. The majority of you 
had to adapt to being in school every other week, then two 
weeks in and one week of distance learning, and then being in 
school full-time; while others mastered the challenges of full- 
time distance learning. 


There has been no competitive sport this year, yet many 
opportunities remained for students to contribute to the 
wider life of the school, with many of you getting involved 
in various clubs, music events, and online quizzes. Another 


endeavor which really stood out to me was your mentoring of the Year 6 students as they prepared their exhibitions. | am sure 


your time was well spent and much appreciated. 


| would like to commend all 158 of you, the entire Year 9 cohort, for your diligence and cooperation this year. Your generosity 
of spirit, resilience and patience have continued to amaze me as | experienced you working with teachers to make it through a 
difficult year. | would also like to thank your homeroom teachers for their patience and care: Ms. Jennifer Agacy Schokhman 
(9A); Mr. Liam Cronin (9B); Ms. Renda Kayali (9C); Ms. Neetu Rathore (9D); Ms. Valerie Labedan (9E); Ms. Victoria Wilson (9F); 


Ms. Nagina Chaudhry (9G); and Ms, Nazia Choudry (9H). 


Ithas been an absolute pleasure to be your Head of Year again this year. You are all wonderful, interesting and capable young 
people with much to offer. | urge you to prepare yourselves for the challenges and demands of Year 10, and make the most of 
your summer break. Finally, | would like to wish those of you who will be not with us next year the very best of luck. You will 


always be part of the DIA family. 


Mr. John Aboaja 
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MESSAGE FROM THE 
HEAD OF YEAR 10 


Itwas an honour to take the responsibility of Head of Year 10, 
the largest and one of the most talented cohorts in school. 
There is no doubt, this was an unprecedented year in so many 
ways but we made it and your success is like a flag of fire, 
despite all the odds. 


I have no doubt that every single one of you is a talented 
individual and | cannot count how many times | was so 
impressed with your attainments and achievements, in and 
outside the school. Now | will reveal a secret: there is no 
member of staff in school who did not say to me, “I just love 


your lot, even when they are cheeky!" 


Finally, | would like to remind you that education is your tool to draw the future you want. Alll of you have great talents and your 


parents have granted you the opportunity to learn in the renowned DIA. So, do not waste the chance and ensure that you go to. 


Year 14, the final academic year in MYP, with a goal to achieve. There is not one of you who cannot reach your goal but you must 


have one to accomplish. If you have not thought about it, stop now and set yourself a target or see us if youneed some direction. 


| am looking forward to seeing you all in Year 11. Until then, please be wise and stay safe. 


Mr. Dollour Toma 
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Mr. William “Bill” McKee 


MESSAGE FROM THE 
HEAD OF YEAR 11 


Wow! Despite all obstacles, you made it somehow! What a 
couple of years you have had to endure, your 2 most formative 
academically important years amid a global pandemic! Yet 
here you are, having completed your Personal Projects 
(thanks to the forceful hardworking nature of Ms. Dippenaar), 
e-Portfolio’s and internal exams (thanks to the guidance and 
support of Mr, Sean Kelly and Mrs. Michelle Puxty), Who 
knew, we were still unsure as to whether the exams would 
even be sat as late as March this year! This alone is evidence 
of the unbelievable adaptability and stoic nature you have 
shown over the last 2 uncertain years. In/out, up/down, from 
week to week not knowing whether we'd be at home or in 
class... it's been an adventure. One we'd all like to not revisit! 
| would personally like to thank you for being the most brave, 
hardworking, motivated, focussed, talented and resilient year 


groups | have ever witnessed. As a year group we must recognize the guidance and care given by your homeroom and subject 
teachers who have tried to keep you on track and grounded throughout the year. 


Congratulations, you made it. Take your experiences, they will help define you and use them as motivation for the future. You 
have weathered the storm, rolled with the punches and come through it all stronger knowing that in future you can defeat any 


adversity. 


Now rest, recuperate, take time to breathe (all be it through a mask), this won't be forever. For those leaving us for new pastures, 
may you remember your time with us fondly as we will miss you all. Please keep in touch. For those returning, the challenges of 
DP await but YOU, CAN do anything, you have proved it time and time again. 


Have a fantastic summer, make the most of your time with family and friends. Please enjoy your hard-earned break! 


Warm regards, 


Mr. William "Bill" McKee 


innoventures 


education 


271 


es ae ee i) oesrss 
YEAR 11B 


eer inn 
22208 
areas 
Racer 
alana 


YEAR 11C 


es ae 
PANN NON eH 


YEAR 11D 


BEN ass 
ZLZA2 
ALZAL 
SAARS 
ALALZ 


YEAR 11E 


iii 


#283 
ALaL? 
ALL AR 
AS AAS 


education 


YEAR 11F 


Seek eee 
Pas ig ibd alcalia) 


Sila 
SABAE 
ARA? 2 
2Aa22 


ah 


AQBRAR 


education 


YEAR 11H 


LP AA PIAL OGD OAL AAD. 
Kanter RIUONNRA TUNE 


PBALE 
Wwvy 
22 A2e 
2faras 


MESSAGE FROM THE 
HEAD OF YEAR 12 


Getting through DP1 in ‘normal’ times is tough going. 
Managing to get through it in recent times, makes it even 
tougher! Well done to all of our Year 12's for making it 
(surviving!) to this point of your DP journey, Academically 
this was always certain to be a challenging one, but you have 
done it with an admirable level of resilience, determination, 
y, maturity and positivity. A lot of people will continue 
to help you on this journey, but | would like to specifically 
thank Ms, Pam Parasram for her supportive role to the cohort 
throughout the year. | would also like to thank all of the Year 
12 Homeroom Teachers who have been there for you every 


flexi 


morning and have offered invaluable guidance and learnings. 
During this year, we welcomed a number of new students to 
our cohort. For those students, | hope your first year here at 
DIA has been a happy one. 


Mr. Colin Leacy 


This will be my fourth time writing an end of year message for you guys, and each year | am always more and more amazed and 
proud at the progression you are making into young adults. As Head of Year, any requests for help with various tasks are always 
met witha plethora of positive emails, so I thank you for your continued effort and application. Academics are of course vital to 
your success ~ but so too are your other endeavours. When | hear of our students representing their country at various sports, 
taking leading roles in our prestigious DIAMUN event, publishing music (that I have since added to my Spotify playlists!) winning 
international Business-related competitions, or becoming published authors - it brings great contentment to know of the great 
successes that will ie ahead for you all. Thanks also to so many of you who set up new clubs in the school this year and have 
provided great opportunities to our younger students. 


Looking forward -a lot of hard work lies ahead, As you enter DP2 things are going to get tougher. Deadlines are going to come 
quicker and more often, and expectations are going to increase. Use this summer to take some down time and refresh your 
body and mind, but also use your time effectively in order to make progress and relieve some of the pressures that lie ahead, Set 
yourself realistic goals and use them as motivation to push yourself to be the best you can be. 


When you return in September for the next academic year, it will be for your last one. Let that sink in for a moment! 


Have a great summer. 


Mr. Colin Leacy 
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Ms. Maeve McKeogh 


MESSAGE FROM THE 
HEAD OF YEAR 13 


Congratulations Year 13! 


| say this knowing, that by the time you read this, you will 
have successfully completed the DP and | couldn't have been 


happier to be there, working with you, along the way. 


It’s been an interesting time, these last two years. The DP 
is difficult for anyone to navigate their way through, but to 
do it in a global pandemic is a real feat. You have had a DP 
experience like no other cohort, ever. The way you all adapted 
to the situation, embracing each change as a challenge and 
maintaining the enthusiasm and motivation throughout, is 


truly commendable. 


Of course, overcoming challenges such as the EE, CAS, TOK, 


the University applications and the endless IA’s would not 


have been possible with the support of the amazing DP team. Without their support we would have been lost. 


In the coming months you will encounter different challenges as you head to your respective universities and I'm confident the 


1B will have prepared you well. Although | will genuinely really miss you all, | wish you the absolute best for your university 


experiences. Please remember to come back to us here at DIA when you return to Dubai. 


Have a fabulous summer ahead: relax; catch up on sleep; spend time with your family and friends, Let's be honest, you have 


earned the break! 


Warmest regards, 


Maeve McKeogh 


P.S. Would | be the McMeme Machine without: 


Me when my Year 13's graduate 
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THE WINTER CONCERT AND YEAR 13 BREAKFAST 


Despite all the safety protocols and the countless tasks, we were still able to hold some events which put a huge smile on our 
faces and made this academic year even more memorable. 


The Winter Concert: 


The Winter Concert was the perfect event to close 
r off the final day of school before the winter holidays 
Best dressed competitions were held for this mufti 
with so many of us going to insanely creative lengths 
towin the prize ranging from “ugly” sweaters to Santa 
costumes to Christmas tree socks! The most exciting 
part of this event was the involvement of our teachers 
who much like us went to many lengths and in the end, 
won our hearts. This festive ambience was further 
accompanied by thoughtful gifts for the Class of 21 
entailing uniquely designed mugs which were filled 
with chocolates and sweets. Finally, there were the 


amazing performers from years 7 to 11 who sang, 
danced and acted beautifully providing a sensational 
source of entertainment for the day. 


Personally, | found this event to be extremely 
enjoyable because this was the first time DiAhosted a 
winter-based event; it was a nice day to connect with 
the students in our year not in terms of the IAs, or the 
stress of the EE but rather the winter music and the 
talks of celebrations and plans during the break 
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THE WINTER CONCERT AND YEAR 13 BREAKFAST 


Year 13 Breakfast: 


Our parents are the most important people in our lives because of what they are willing to. 
do to make us happy. The Year 13 Breakfast was no exception to this statement. Through the 
combined efforts of the Y13 parents, we were able to receive breakfast boxes with extremely 
delicious food and small treats! This academic year has been long and quite challenging, and 
this breakfast meant a lot to us as a year group. We felt appreciated for the hard work we put 
in the last 7 months of DP2. What made this event even more special was that we were all 
able to sit in the same room for the first time in a very long time (socially distanced, of course). 


The sense of surprise and happiness on the faces of many of the people 
in our year is what made the event so memorable. We were all able to. 
connect with each other and overall, it was a wonderful day. We have 
to thank Ms. McKeogh for the several hundred photos she took for all 
of us. Beyond that, we also have to thank our parents who chipped in 
and did everything possible to make this breakfast happen. If there 
is anything we learned from the event, it was to appreciate the small 
things and to be truly grateful for our parents’ efforts. This event was 
extremely memorable because it was an unexpected but amazing 
surprise which we will cherish for years to come. 
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ABSTRACT: ART & DESIGN CLUB 


Club Description: 


Abstract is an art and design club which aims to encourage students to explore their creativity in the arts, through 
photography, digital art, painting and other mediums. As a team we are proud of the variety of engaging events that we have 
hosted, which include workshops on Pixel Art, Animation and Fan Art during Digital Art Week, an Origami workshop, and one 
of our most popular events, our Artist Talks. An artist known as Jisbar was brought on for our first talk, he is known for his 
vibrant and impactful work and has had collaborations with celebrities like Cardi B, DJ Snake and even managed to send one 
of his artworks into space! The turnout for this event was 
more than we could have hoped for, and now we aim to have 
these types of Talks every month. Our club has also worked 
to support students taking visual art in year 11 by organizing 
mentors and creating a guide for the MYP Visual Art 
E-Portfolio. Abstract aims to continue giving students these 
opportunities and more, while working towards making The 


ee | TS 

7] Arts amore integral part of our school in the years to come. 
a | a 
Li 


coming soon... 


A photograph of Jisbar’s artwork with the iconic Mona Lisa in space 
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ART MINDS 


Art Minds isa club and organization that hosts competitive, dynamic, and lively art competitions across the globe. We aim and 
are working towards the mission of elevating the art scene in the presence of our community. We have brought DIA students 
and students from all 5 continents to compete and inspire each other, including India, Canada, Lebanon, Ireland, Sweden, 
Egypt, Singapore, and of course the UAE. Art is freedom, and Art Minds promotes and embraces freedom! 


Assem Badreddine, Year 12 


Art Minds 


in the Time of « 


THE 


DOCUMENTARY, 


Art Mind. Art in the Time of Corona - 


Art is Freedom ee Doce ey 
136 views « 7 months ago 


TUTORIAL 4: 
(DING OBJECTS (HAIR) 
Za 


Tutorial 4: Shading Objects Time Lapse 2: Transparent | 
(Hair) | Art Minds Art Minds 


“Art is never finished 
only abandoned” 
Leonardo Da Vinci 
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DIA CARES 


Club Descriptior 


DIA Cares is a club that strives to make the lives of everyone better and improve human welfare by creating a more equal 
society. Our goal is to build stronger relationships between individuals and work towards creating a more friendly and happy 
environment. This year, the team has successfully hosted 2 events which include the Among Us game night and the Friendship 
day compliments. 


As a team we put our minds together every week during our meetings, to figure out how to create successful events in 
such uncharted times, that pose challenges for any club. We've managed to pull off events that we would have never even 
considered doing last year! So far, we've been able to create a fun an engaging atmosphere through our events and initiatives 
in our school, encouraging students to make new friends and have fun. We look forward to continuing pursuing our goal by 
hosting more events for the community at DIA, so keep an eye out! 


Our first event of the year: DIA Cares presents Among Us Game Night (January 2021) 


Our second event: 
DIA Cares presents Friendship Day Compliments 
DIRCARESFRIENOSHIPORY (February 2021) 


N ANONYMOUS 
Mastag TO ANY ONE OF 
YOUR CHOICE! 


KOXO DIACARES SHHHK 


CLICK THEE LINK IN OUR BIO TO 
n 
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DIA MENTORS 


The DIA Mentors club takes pride in working to help students and give them an opportunity to have one on one time with 
a student who needs some extra support. We want all the students of DIA to be able to have easy access to any help in any 
subject. This year, we had an extraordinary amount of people sign up which made the team very proud and got us thinking 
about our next steps. We would like to start mentoring for DP students in the future, additionally encourage DP students to 
be mentors as it helps improve communication skills, leadership, and management skills and it also reinforces the mentor’s 
own knowledge of the subject. The mentor-mentee program is dedicated to make it easier for students to get extra help from 
peers of their age to improve understanding and application skills. 


Our team consists of the mentors’ team, mentees team, communications team who work together to improve the learning of 
students who strive to gain improvement and students who are passionate to help out and gain skills. | hope to see you on the 
team next year! 


Thank You, 
Nikita Arora 
President of DIA Mentors 2021 


ARAB FALCON 


BUS RENTAL L.L.C 
—— puBat——_ 


SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION 
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DIAMUN 


From the 4th of March to the 6th of March 2021, DIAMUN hosted the 13th annual Model United Nations conference and the 
first-ever completely virtual conference in DIAMUN history. It brought together over 400 new and experienced delegates from 
50 schools across the world to engage in challenging and thought-provoking debate over economic, social, and political issues 
presenti the world today pertaining to this year's theme, “Responding to Crises in Pursuit of International Stability”. This theme 
was born out of the integral necessity now more than ever for world leaders to adopt a universal perspective when addressing 
the various crises of varyingscales and contexts that require urgent and immediate solutions. To facilitate debate, the conference 
utilized a combination of platforms to create an exceptional online experience that simulated a real face-to-face conference and 
exceeded all of our expectations in terms of the caliber of debate and level of engagement and enthusiasm. 


During the three days of the conference, DIAMUN had the pleasure of welcoming five esteemed keynote speakers, who all 
shared insightful and inspiring words with our participants pertaining to their experiences in their respective fields and the 
DIAMUN 2021 theme. These were Ambassador Umej Bhatia, representative of Singapore at the United Nations Office in 
Geneva, Dr. Tariq Al Gurg, Chief Executive Officer at Dubai Cares, Ms. Sahia Ahmad, General Counsel of the Department of 
Tourism and Commerce Marketing for the Government of Dubai, and His Excellency Hans Sandee who is the Consul General of 
the Kingdom of the Netherlands. 


Inspired by the efforts of global leaders when solving the persistent, international crises of our time, DIAMUN 2021 hosted 
a total of 15 committees, all individually tailored towards addressing a great range of fascinating and pressing crises in their 
respective fields. These included three new committees: firstly, the Historical Security Council (HSC) designed as a complete 
crisis committee. Secondly, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). Thirdly, the United 
Nations Peacekeeping Forces (UNPK). In addition, we were beyond delighted to introduce a 16th Press Corps committee this 
year, which consisted of a group of talented students whose role was to report on the issues being discussed in committee 
sessions through various media forms such as photography, film, and writing. Along with these, various pre-existing committees, 
such as the General Assembly, Economic and Social Council, Human Rights Council, and International Court of Justice promised 
and delivered highly stimulating and interesting topics of debate. Each committee came up with creative and impressive solutions 
following productive and fruitful debate, and at the end of the three days, certificates were presented to the delegates and admins 
who stood out the most, including the prestigious Nirav Passi award which was accompanied by an internship opportunity at the 
reputed private equity firm Lighthouse Canton. 


Allinall, DIAMUN 2021 was truly an unparalleled conference; many positive surprises arose and magical moments were shared 
between delegates, directors, student officers, admin staff, and members of the press corps. This year, COVID-19 has shown us 
as aglobal community the importance of adapting to difficult situations through coordination and optimism, and DIAMUN 2021 
was the epitome of just that. DIAMUN 2021 reminded us that adversity, the forced changes that have resulted from the global 
pandemic, provide an opportunity and a catalyst for positive change. The DIAMUN team is immensely proud to have seen such 
a high level of discourse and a willingness to join usin bringing this new vision to life, 


DIAMUN: 


Atowasasruatep 


304 


| ee Bi] ess 


DIAMUN 


« e- 
D oo8* = ; aT 
oe 4 lil’ saudi rapping in 
)/] Secretary General: : = 
/ @sneha.sahay security council!! 


305 


MAKE HEALTH HAPPEN 


DI@TECH is the only club in DIA that strives for sustainability and innovation through technology. Being able to lead it with 
my co-president Rishi Shah this year has been an extremely enriching journey. Running one of the biggest clubs in DIA can be 
hard but with the dynamic of our team and their hard work, we work together to create events and projects to ensure inclusion 
throughout the school. With events such as Code week we have been able to introduce multiple students from primary school 
to secondary school to code and the different languages involved in it. We also introduced a Webinar this year with two guest 
speakers from international firms and companies to discuss how technology is changing and their journey in their career. But 
that's not all, we still have DiaByte, an interschool software, webpage and coding competition. Lastly, we have our annual 
DIATECH event, exhibiting students from across the year groups’ 


Drishya Karthik and Nimat Manzoor ~ Co-founders 


MakeHealthHappen is a student-led initiative based out of Dubai International Academy Emirates Hills. We are an awareness 
and action club that aims to spread knowledge about the standard of health-care in less economically developed countries 
(LEDC). We believe the youth of today, moulds the world tomorrow, and we aim to raise awareness on social and medical issues 
throughout the global society of student. This is because we envision a world in which every individual has equal and adequate 
access to medical treatment and healthcare facilities, and health concerns are minimized due to public awareness and advised 
actions on common sanitary practices to avoid spread of diseases. Because of this, we have not only been extremely proactive 
during the surge of the COVID-19 Pandemic, but have also extended our concern for the various illnesses and diseases that are 
still very much prevalent but often overlooked, through our monthly themes along with related events (mostly virtual now) to 
spread awareness. Other than our frequent events, we also use different social media platforms such as Instagram to educate 
people about these issues. Takea look at a few of our events 


Ear-Savers by MakeHealthHappen 


As a team of students, MakeHealthHappen understands the pain and 
discomfort that comes with having to wear a mask for around 8 hours 
continuously. To provide some relief to our peers facing this issue, the team 
created ‘ear savers’, extendable straps which hold the face mask in place 
at the base of the neck, rather than behind the ears. MakeHealthHappen 
provided all secondary school students and teaching faculty with free ‘ear 
savers’, which became an instant hit! 


Diabetes Awareness Concert 


On Thursday the 12th of November, MakeHealthHappen held an event to raise awareness about the issue of diabetes, in honour 
of World Diabetes Day (celebrated worldwide on the 14th of November each year). A concert from the Music Room, featuring 
talented DIA student volunteers, was streamed live on the MakeHealthHappen YouTube channel. In addition, a Teams call was 
set up so that students from different homerooms could view the concert virtually in real time during the lunch break. The 
concert was accompanied by short speeches and quick facts themed around diabetes-related information. 
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MAKE HEALTH HAPPEN 


Breast Cancer Awareness Day 


Promoting students from all years to collaborate and create pink ribbons in support of breast cancer awareness was yet another 
exciting event organized by the MakeHealthHappen Team. 


° 


The Health Hub 


Our newest initiative, the Health Hub is an online open-to-all platform for students all over the world to share their thoughts, 
emotions, feelings in any form of writing or even art on a common “hub’, At the same time, it provides fellow students with a 
creative space to unleash the true extent of their literary prowess and innovative and new ideas. The Health Hub aims to provide 
an open, global platform to the youth to voice their opinions and knowledge on a wide variety of topics they are passionate 
about, or simply interested in as hobbies or points of research. 


Monthly Themes 


MakeHealthHappen is very aware of the power and reach of social media, and the team’s Instagram page is consistently 
active. Monthly themes, such as mental health during October and diabetes during November, are used by the team to 
create specific content every month, targeted at raising awareness about each particular theme. For the month of November, 
MakeHealthHappen also teamed up with the Interact DIA club to release a video collaboration on the team Instagram page. In 
addition, the MakeHealthHappen Instagram posts consistently provide quick tips and tricks aimed at informing viewers about 
how to approach current health-related issues and affairs. 


v 
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ART EXHIBITIONS 
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ART EXHIBITIONS 
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MESSAGE FROM THE STUDENT YEARBOOK TEAM 


These last couple of weeks have truly been an exciting experience. We as students have been provided with the opportunity to 
explore the school with the smooth collaboration between teachers and students, as well as understanding and portraying the 
unity of the school. As a team of 4 students, under the guidance of Mrs. McMechan, we have collectively compiled images and 
texts from DIA teachers and their classes to depict what they have learned and how they have adapted to learning this year. By 
travelling around the school premises and capturing enticing moments, we have truly understood the importance and role of 
each department and class, and we look forward to showcasing the same through our finest photographs! 


Divyanshi Gupta, Hugh Rieken, Rhea Maini & Salma Kassaymeh, Year 12. 
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Dubai International Academy 
First Al Khail Street, Emirates Hills, Dubal, UAE. 
@ +971 4368 4111/3502 / 3503 
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